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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SMETHWICK. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  THE  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  Borough. 
Gentlemen, 

I  now  have  the  honour  and  the  privilege  to  present  you 
with  tliis  my  2Gih  Annual  Report. 

Full  details  of  the  matters  dealt  with  will  be  found  under  the 
several  heads. 

The  population  comprises  a  fair  number  of  private  residents 
and  persons  engaged  in  various  professions,  together  with  artizans 
and  other  persons  occupied  in  commercial  pursuits,  both  in  and 
out  of  the  Borough.  The  principal  manufactories  comprise  glass 
works,  engineering  works,  metal  works,  nut,  bolt,  screw  and  nail 
works,  railway  carriage  and  wagon  works,  scale  works,  rivet  works, 
iron  works,  brass  foundries,  bedstead  manufacturies,  pen  manu¬ 
factory,  aluminium  works,  a  bell  foundry,  and  many  other  works 
where  small  industries  are  carried  on,  and  there  is  one  colliery. 

The  Public  Parks  play  an  important  part  in  the  preservation 
of  health,  and  are  largely  utilized,  one  being  specially  devoted  to 
the  recreation  of  children. 

The  Routine  Work  of  the  Health  Department  has  been 
regularly  carried  out,  and  much  pains  have  been  bestowed  by  the 
Health  Committe  in  the  promotion  and  preservation  of  sanitary 
conditions,  and  on  all  occasions  I  have  received  their  consistent 
support  in  my  work. 
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During  the  year  1913,  the  subject  of  Tuberculosis  has  been 
prominently  placed  before  the  general  public,  and  has  engaged 
the  attention  of  all  Local  Authorities.  This  has  been  due  in 
great  part,  to  the  special  section  of  the  National  Insurance  Act, 
dealing  with  the  subject  and  to  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  191’2,  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Under  the  former  Act,  provision  is  made  for  the  treatment 
of  all  insured  persons  and  under  certain  conditions  for  their 
dependents,  who  are  Tuberculous. 

Under  the  latter  Regulations,  notification  of  all  forms  of 
Tuberculous  disease  is  made  obligatory. 

Local  Authorities  are  further  empowered  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  make  provision  for  the  treatment  of  all 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  their  area. 

The  Council  of  the  County  Borough  of  Smethwick  has  in 
this  regard  taken  a  broad  view,  and  in  October,  1913  appointed 
Dr.  James  Robertson,  Clinical  Assistant  to  Sir  R.  W.  Philip,  of 
Edinburgh,  their  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Dr.  Robertson  commenced  work  on  November  6th,  1913, 
and  issued  the  following  report  and  draft  scheme  for  consideration. 
Upon  this  report  the  Council  have  framed  their  scheme,  which  is 
to  be  comprehensive : — 

A  SCHEME  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  of  TUBERCULOSIS 
IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  scheme 
for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  applicable  to  the  County 
Borough  of  Smethwick. 

To  be  effective,  any  scheme  must  be  comprehensive  and 
complete ;  and  must,  therefore,  wedge  itself  into  the  work  of  all 
the  Local  Authorities. 

The  Borough  Council  will  deal  with  all  cases  of  the  non- 
insured  in  the  area,  except  Poor  Law  Cases,  the  Insurance 
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CommiHee  mih  the  insured,  the  Poor  Law  Union  with  those  under 
their  care;  while  arrangements  should  be  made,  or  some  agree¬ 
ment  arrived  at  between  the  Education  Committee  and  the  Borough 
Council,  regarding  the  education  of  all  children  with  chest 
deformities  and  early  Tuberculosis. 

THE  WORKING  OF  THE  SCHEME. 

The  cases  notified,  and  first  cases  detected  at  the  dispensary 
shall  be  the  entrance  into  the  homes. 

At  this  first  visit  to  the  dwelling  house,  arrangements  should 
be  made  for  a  “.March  Past,”  when  everyone  residing  at  the 
house  will  be  minutely  examined  and  classified.  At  this  point 
the  family  doctor  will  be  consulted,  and  mutual  action  agreed 
upon. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  CASES. 

Early  Cases  should  receive  Sanatorium  education  and 
treatment. 

Intermediate  cases  divided  into  two  classes  : 

(a)  Sanatorium  cases. 

(b)  Dispensary  cases. 

Advanced  Cases  to  be  removed  to  a  suitable  hospital. 

Children  to  attend  out- door  school. 

All  these  homes  should  be  supervised  by  visits  of  a  district 
nurse,  whose  duties  will  be  to  carry  out  Sanatorium  Methods  in 
the  home,  to  report,  and  to  assist  at  the  dispensary. 

DISPENSARY. 

Sessions  will  be  arranged  to  suit  the  convenience  of  all 
seeking  advice. 

.  Advice  and  treatment  will  be  given. 

The  insured  to  receive  their  medicine  under  agreement  with 
the  Insurance  Committee. 

The  non -insured  to  be  charged  nominal  prices  for  medicine 
only. 


8 


HOSPITAL  FOR  ADVANCED  CASES. 

This  building  would  be  best  situated  within  the  grounds  of 
the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital,  in  Holly  Lane. 

INTERMEDIATE  CASES. 

This  term  refers  to  those  who  remain  at  work.  These  will 
be  treated  at  the  dispensary  while  their  homes  will  be  supervised 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the  Nurse 

CASES  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  1 4  YEARS  OF  AGE. 

Here  is  the  solution  of  the  problem.  Taking  statistics  from 
the  records  of  several  large  cities,  where  experts  of  large  experience 
have  carefully  studied  the  matter,  the  following  problem  presents 
itself : — 

Take  any  group  of  100  children  at  age  5,  it  is  found  that  6 
per  cent,  are  affected  with  some  form  of  Tuberculosis.  Follow 
these  same  100  children  through  school,  and  ordinary  home 
conditions,  and  at  age  14,  from  93  to  95  per  cent,  have  now 
become  infected  with  Tuberculosis. 

Many  cure  themselves,  proving  that  this  disease  is  curable, 
but  from  out  of  this  number,  the  future  consumptive  arises,  want 
of  individual  resistance,  insanitary  houses,  errors  of  personal 
hygiene,  errors  of  healthy  living,  faulty  conditions  of  employment, 
and  economic  errors,  all  contributing  as  factors  in  the  etiology  of 
this  disease. 

It  is  the  early  detection  of  these  cases,  and  the  correcting  or 
removing  of  all  or  any  factor  operating  against  the  child  during 
this  period  of  its  life,  that  must  be  the  foundation  and  hope  of 
the  future. 

To  secure  this,  minute  examination  and  careful  recording  of 
results  are  necessary. 

Nose  defects  have  to  be  corrected,  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 
must  be  removed,  and  healthy  nose  breathing  established.  These 
conditions  are  detected  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  at  the 
dispensary. 
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Chest  deformities  which  mean  /««f  deformities  are  during  this 
period,  able  to  be  corrected,  as  the  child  is  plastic,  and  can  be 
moulded,  by  breathing  exercises  and  physical  drill.  Auto- 
tuberculinization  can  also  be  encouraged,  by  using  these  exercises 
on  a  graduated  system,  but  they  must  be  under  careful  supervision, 
to  avoid  danger.  Hence  the  necessity  for  arrangements  being 
made  with  the  Education  Authority  for  an  open-air  school.  This 
in  my  opinion  is  an  absolute  necessity.  It  will  prove  itself.  Get 
at  the  children,  and  the  disease  will  be  stamped  out. 

Until  an  open-air  school  is  arranged  for,  I  should  advise  as 
follows : — 

All  children  considered  by  me,  as  unfit  for  school,  to  be 
notified  by  me,  on  a  weekly  report  sheet  to  the  Clerk  to  the 
Education  Authority,  giving  the  name  of  the  child,  address,  age, 
and  school  attended,  with  duration  of  absence  recommended.  'I'his 
method,  however,  means  loss  of  education,  grant,  and  loss  of 
proper  all  day  supervision. 

Finally.  Lectures  will  .be  arranged  in  various  parts  of  the 
area,  to  instruct  all,  as  to  the  nature  of  this  disease  and  how  to  avoid 
it.  The  use  of  fresh  air  and  sunlight,  proper  feeding,  proper 
clothing,  home  and  personal  hygiene,  and  the  care  of  children. 

I  should  like  all  the  school  teachers  to  interest  themselves  in 
this  work,  and  I  shall,  at  any  time,  confer  with  them,  and  explain 
to  them,  any  matter  relative  to  this  involved  problem. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ROBERTSON, 

M.B.,  C.M.,  D.P.H. 


In  conclusion  I  have  to  say  that  the  whole  work  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  is  linked  up  with  the  Public  Health 
Department,  ensuring  sanitary  supervision,  and  immediate 
disinfection  wherever  and  whenever  necessary.  Dr.  Robertson 
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also  works  on  mutual  terms  with  tlie  School  Medical  Officers  and 
these  officials  compare  notes  every  Friday  afternoon. 

This  in  my  opinion,  is  a  step  which  will  be  of  value  both  to 
the  Education  Authority  and  to  the  children. 

Hop-Pickers. 

On  the  22nd  August  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Clerk  of 
the  Tenbury  Rural  District  Council  re  hop-pickers,  and  saw 
the  Station  Master  at  Smethwick  Junction  Station,  and  made 
arrangements  with  him  to  inform  me  of  any  hop-pickers  who 
might  be  arranging  to  travel  from  Smethwick  into  Worcester¬ 
shire.  I  also  communicated  by  telephone,  telegram  and  letter, 
with  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  Dudley,  Rowley,  and 
West  Bromwich,  and  with  the  various  deputies  who  were 
selecting  the  hop-pickers.  I  also  furnished  a  list  of  infectious 
cases  notified  during  the  previous  three  months  to  the  Clerk  to 
the  Tenbury  Council,  at  his  request.  I  received  no  complaint 
of  any  disease  having  developed  amongst  any  of  the  people 
who  went  hop-picking  from  the  district. 

My  thanks  are  further  due  to  my  colleagues,  and  to  the  other 
officials  for  all  their  kindness  and  help  throughout  the  year  and 
especially  for  their  assistance  in  helping  me  to  compile  this 
report. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

VV.  F.  MARSH  JACKSON,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C  P., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March,  1914. 
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Annual  Report  for  the  year  1913. 


AN  EPITOME  OF  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1913. 

Population  to  middle  of  1913  ...  ...  72,93() 

Birth-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  28’1 

Death-rate,  crude  ...  ...  ...  13'9 

Death-rate,  corrected  ...  ...  ...  14‘9 

Infantile  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  127 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  2T 

Respiratory  Death-rate  ...  ...  3T 

Phthisis  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  0’8 

Death-rate  from  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ...  O’l 
Cancer  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  0‘7r) 

Average  Death-rate  10  years,  crude  ...  13’1 

,,  ,,  .  ,,  corrected  ...  14T 


SITUATION. 

The  Borough  of  Smethwick  constitutes  the  extreme 
southern  portion  of  the  district  which  is  known  as  South 
Staffordshire.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  County 
Borough  of  West  Bromwich,  on  the  east  by  the  Urban  District 
of  Handsworth,  on  the  south  by  the  City  of  Birmingham,  and 
on  the  west  by  the  Urban  District  of  Oldbury  and  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Warley.  It  is  closely  in  contact  with  a  more  or  less 
dense  population  on  certain  of  its  confines,  especially  on  its 
north-eastern  boundary,  where  it  is  contiguous  to  Handsworth 
and  Birmingham,  as  well  as  on  its  south-western  boundary, 
where  it  adjoins  Birmingham.  Towards  the  south  and  south¬ 
west  it  adjoins  a  large  and  extensive  tract  of  open  country.  Its 
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surface  is  undulating,  and  its  elevation  ranging  from  426  to  606 
feet  above  the  sea  level,  its  mean  elevation  being  550  feet.  It 
extends  from  north  to  south  three  miles,  and  from  east  to 
west,  on  its  widest  portion,  about  two  miles.  The  geological 
formation  is  gravel  beds  on  the  red  sandstone.  Coal  measures 
exist,  and  are  worked  on  its  north-eastern  border,  and  in  the 
western  portion  there  is  less  gravel,  and  porous  red  sand 
prevails. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

During  the  year  the  houses  certified  for  completion  were 
22.  The  number  of  houses  on  the  rate  book  at  present  in 
force  is  15,686. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  1,929  acres,  and  the  average 
population  density  is  37‘7  per  acre.  The  rateable  value  of 
the  property  assessed  for  the  poor,  October,  1913,  is 
£287,329  7s.  6d.,  and  the  rateable  value  of  the  property 
assessed  for  the  General  District  Rate,  October,  1913,  is 
£275,495  7s.  lOd. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  various  Wards,  together  with  the  number  of 
houses  in  each  Ward,  extracted  from  the  rate  book  in  force  by 
the  Assistant  Overseer. 


Number 

Number 

Number 

Estimated 

Population, 

Ward. 

of  Houses. 

Void. 

Occupied. 

1913.- 

Spon  Lane... 

2,568 

60 

2,508 

12,038 

Sandwell  ... 

2,215 

113 

2,102 

18,890 

Uplands 

1,658 

39 

1,619 

7,771 

Bearwood  ... 

4,762 

86 

4,676 

22,445 

Victoria 

2,.310 

82 

2,258 

1Q,838 

Soho 

2,143 

111 

2,032 

9,754 

15,686 

491 

15,195 

72,936 
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The  Registrar  General  has  published  the  following  figures 
relating  to  the  Vital  Statistics,  of  1913,  to  which  I  have 
added  the  particulars  for  Smethwick  : — 


BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

CRUDE.  {  COlUtKCTF.D. 

DKATHft 

UNDER 

1  YKAK 

TO 

1«0U0  BIRTHS. 

England  and  Wales 

23-9 

13.7 

13-4 

109 

9(1  Great  Towns  (in¬ 
cluding  London) 

25T 

14-3 

14-7 

IIG 

145  Smaller  Towns 

23-9 

12-8 

13-0 

112 

England  and  Wales 
(less  the  241  towns) 

22-2 

13*1 

12T 

9G 

London  . 

24*8 

14-2 

14-2 

104 

SMETHWICK  ... 

28-1 

13-9 

14*9 

127 

MARRIAGES. 

The  number  of  marriages  that  have  taken  place  during 
the  year  is  (559.  The  marriage-rate  for  the  year  is  18  0  per 
1,000  persons  living  per  annum. 

The  rate  recorded  for  last  year  was  the  highest  for  the 
past  10  years.  This  year  that  rate  has  been  exceeded,  being 
the  highest  for  the  past  11  years. 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  the  births  of  2,052  children  were 
registered. 

The  greatest  number  of  births  was  registered  in  the  month 
of  December,  and  the  lowest  in  May  and  June  respectively. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  28T  per  1,000  persons  living 
per  annum. 

Fourteen  births  occurring  outside  the  district  have  been 
notified  to  me  by  the  Registrar  General,  and  these  have  been 
included  in  the  number  belonging  to  Smethwick. 
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DF.ATHS. 

The  deaths  registered  in  Smethwick  by  the  local  Registrar 
during  the  year  number  860,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  13’9  per 
1,000  persons  living  per  annum,  as  compared  with  10'2  last 
year. 

To  this,  however,  have  to  be  added  deaths  of  Smethwick 
persons  occurring  outside  the  Borough,  namely,  49  in  Public 
Institutions  in  Birmingham  (that  is  Hospitals),  62  in  King’s 
Norton  Workhouse,  5  in  Birmingham  Infirmary,  Western  Rd., 
3  in  West  Bromwich  Hospital,  10  in  County  Asylum,  Stafford, 
11  in  Burntwood  Asylum,  Lichfield,  1  in  Stafford  Asylum, 
1  in  Worcester  Asylum,  1  in  City  Asylum,  Birmingham,  11  in 
Rubery  Hill  Asylum,  1  in  Barnsley  Hall  Asylum,  1  in  Black- 
well  Sanatorium,  1  in  Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium,  1  in  Penton- 
ville  Prison,  2  in  Llandudno,  3  in  Birmingham,  1  in  Malvern, 
and  1  in  West  Bromwich,  making  a  total  of  1021,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  896  in  1912. 

The  corrected  death-rate  for  the  year  under  notice  is  14'9 
per  1,000  persons  living  per  annum,  against  12'32  in  1912. 

The  illegitimate  births  numbered  53,  against  57  last  year. 

There  were  registered  6  uncertified  deaths,  and  11  deaths 
under  one  year  of  age  of  illegitimate  children. 

The  tables  illustrating  this  section  of  my  report  are  here 
reproduced,  and  the  information  required  to  be  furnished  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the 
Report. 


TABLE — Showing  the  Number  of  Births  and  Deaths  Registered  during  each  of  the  Four  Quarters  of 

THE  Year  1918,  with  the  respective  Rates. 


17 


I 


1  u 

H  O 

<  o  «• 

00 

CO 

(M 

kO 

Ci 

rc  ^  ^ 

OJ 

oi 

x> 

i-H 

<5-1 

3 

< 

CO 

C5 

CN 

H 

CO 

o 

O 

(N 

(M 

'M 

X 

o 

h 

t/5 

u 

nJ 

CO 

o 

o 

CO 

rH 

»o 

o 

i-H 

f-^ 

»o 

(/) 

nJ 

o 

CO 

<M 

(N 

< 

CO 

iO 

rH 

1-H 

f-H 

»o 

d 

< 

ir,  W 

H 

X  « 

H  S 

ei 

a 

* 

O 

E- 

w  S2 

« 

cy 

4-* 

tn 

TS 

c 

o 

TD 

k-r 

•£ 

kN 

D 

Pi 

(U 

c/5 

*-C 

H 

O 

Birth-Rate 
PER  1,000 

LIVING. 

27-7 

80T 

29T 

do 

C/5 

CO 

o 

OQ 

< 

o 

CO 

lO 

CO 

»o 

H 

kO 

ko 

o 

(M 

Females. 

269 

286 

251 

260 

1006 

C/> 

00 

CM 

CO 

•J 

CO 

(M 

os 

00 

< 

<N 

IM 

(M 

o 

»— 1 

Q 

u 

u 

H 

cn 


Pi 


u 


<U 


a 


CH 


(/) 

t-t 


T3 

C 

o 

u 

4) 

C/5 


Ic 

H 


D 

O 


< 

H 

O 


MORTALITY  IN  THE  WARDS  OF  THE  BOROUGH,  1913. 


18 


X  t/i 

H 

zp 

tH 

ip 

C  H 

OQ 

05 

6 

lO 

do 

W  C 

ft 

1— 1 

1-H 

t-H 

1-H 

C/5 

rH 

< 

tH 

CO 

t> 

1-H 

CM 

(-1 

O 

^H 

t> 

CO 

CD 

00 

o 

b 

rM 

oq 

1-H 

1-H 

rH 

ft 

Dec. 

00 

O 

o 

1-H 

oq 

(M 

CO 

oq 

CM 

CO 

rH 

> 

CO 

o 

o 

oo 

o 

00 

"Z 

CM 

<M 

CM 

t> 

•4-> 

U 

>-1 

CO 

05 

rH 

oq 

o 

o 

(M 

tH 

1-H 

1-H 

05 

Sep. 

t-H 

Ot) 

UO 

05 

(M 

i-H 

1-H 

(M 

tH 

t-H 

05 

bi) 

o 

1-H 

CM 

!M 

(M 

tH 

00 

< 

(M 

1-H 

1-H 

1-H 

CO 

CO 

o 

CO 

CO 

t- 

o 

C?5 

:3 

rH 

r*H 

1-H 

1-H 

T-H 

CO 

oJ 

c 

rH 

CO 

(M 

o 

o 

p 

t-H 

1-H 

1-H 

CO 

0^ 

1-H 

CO 

o 

05 

tH 

oq 

1-H 

rH 

t> 

Oi 

t-H 

lO 

05 

o 

CO 

t> 

cu 

CM 

t-H 

oi 

rH 

X 

c 

cd 

CD 

CO 

05 

1-H 

05 

io 

§ 

r— l 

1-H 

CO 

(M 

t-H 

rH 

rH 

ft 

o 

CO 

1-H 

H< 

CO 

Pm 

1-H 

1-H 

t-H 

rH 

1-H 

c 

1-H 

t-H 

00 

CO 

o 

oq 

c3 

1^ 

1-H 

oq 

rH 

tH 

Q 

X 

< 

w 

z, 

< 

ft 

Xfl 

» 

25 

Q 

O 

O 

< 

z 

o 

H 

, 

r} 

Q 

< 

X 

o 

< 

o 

0. 

CA) 

Z 

< 

m 

ft 

< 

u 

w 

O 

> 

K 

o 

m 

H 

O 

ft 

I 


19 


birth  and  death  statisitcs  for  the  past 

THIRTY  ONE  YEARS. 


Year. 

Estim’te 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

Births. 

Birth- 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

Rate. 

1883 

26,768 

1180 

421 

462 

17-2 

1884 

27,614 

1195 

43-2 

498 

180 

1885 

i  28,460 

1151 

40-6 

455 

16-0 

1886 

1  29,306 

1174 

40  0 

512 

17-5 

1887 

t  30,152 

1126 

37-4 

509 

16  8 

1888 

31,000 

1172 

37-8 

533 

17T 

1889 

'  32,500 

1202 

30-9 

590 

181 

1890 

34,300 

1281 

37-3 

591 

17-2 

*1891 

*36,170 

1423 

38-3 

699 

18-8 

1892 

37,500 

1323 

35-2 

615 

16-4 

1893 

38,500 

1446 

37-5 

676 

17-5 

1894 

39,500 

1896 

35-3 

611 

15-2 

1895 

41,000 

1503 

36-6 

592 

14-4 

1896 

43,000 

1546 

35-9 

723 

16-8 

1897 

45,000 

1657 

36-7 

756 

16-8 

1898 

50,000 

1724 

34-4 

742 

14  8 

1899 

51,500 

1856 

36.03 

780 

151 

1900 

55,700 

1859 

33-3 

872 

15-6 

*1901 

♦54,560 

1895 

34-7 

815 

14-9 

1902 

55,700 

1974 

35-44 

773 

13-8 

1903 

58,000 

1980 

34T 

819 

14-1 

1904 

O 

o 

1956 

3206 

810 

13-2 

1905  ; 

63,000  ! 

1910 

30-3 

865 

15-0 

1906 

65,000 

2027 

31-2 

951 

14-6 

1907 

67,000 

1973 

29-4 

892 

14-34 

1908 

69,500  1 

2088 

30-0 

931 

14.5 

1909 

70,300 

1989 

28T5 

814 

11-5 

1910 

72,000 

1967 

27  3 

819 

12-42 

*1911 

*70,681 

1972 

27-8 

1035 

14-6 

1912 

73,372 

1899 

25-8 

896 

12-32 

1913  1 

72,936 

2052 

28-1 

1021 

14-98 

♦Census  Years. 
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TABLE  B. 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  IN  1913. 


1913 

Births. 

Deaths. 

M’nth 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Jan. 

84  : 

79 

163 

40 

35 

75 

Feb. 

84 

85 

169 

38 

38 

76 

Mar. 

G9 

105 

174 

56 

59 

115 

Apr. 

74 

84 

158 

39 

48 

87 

May 

76 

77 

153 

41 

36 

77 

June 

78 

75 

153 

30 

30 

60 

July 

103 

85 

188 

86 

33 

69 

Aug. 

92 

75 

167 

33 

35 

68 

Sep. 

104 

91 

195 

47 

45 

92 

Oci'. 

92 

76 

168 

44 

46 

90 

Nov. 

79 

75 

154 

42 

36 

78 

Dec. 

111 

99 

210 

66 

68 

134 

Total 

1046 

1006 

2052 

512 

509 

1021 
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EPITOME  OF  MORTALITY  IN  1913. 


Died. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Under  1  year 

140 

122 

262 

1  year  and  under  5  years 

G9 

80 

149 

Total  under  5  ... 

209 

202 

411 

5  years  and  under  15  years 

24 

20 

44 

16  „  25  „ 

20 

18 

38 

2o  ,,  ,,  05  ,, 

161 

151 

312 

65  years  and  upwards 

98 

118 

216 

Total  over  5 

203 

307 

610 

Grand  total 

512 

509 

1021 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  deaths  of  2G2  children  under  one  year  of  age,  of 
whom  110  were  males  and  122  females,  were  registered. 

The  infantile  death-rate  is  127  per  1,000  births. 

The  average  number  of  infantile  deaths  per  month  during 
the  year  was  22. 

In  1912  the  monthly  average  was  17‘G,  in  1911  23'08,  in 
1910  17-8,  in  1909  19-1,  in  1908  23-G,  in  1907  19T,  in  190G  22, 
in  1905  22-1,  in  1901  24*95,  in  1903  20*05,  in  1902  21,  in  1901 
27,  and  in  1900  25*4. 
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The  highest  mortality  in  any  month  was  in  September 
and  December,  when  32  deaths  were  registered  respectively, 
the  lowest  in  May,  when  13  deaths  w'ere  registered. 

This  year  88  deaths  occurred  from  premature  birth, 
against  49  in  1912,  55  in  1911,  38  in  1910,  40  in  1909,  45  in 
1908,  40  in  1907,  48  in  1906,  64  in  1905, 47  in  1904,  43  in  1903, 
47  in  1902,  42  in  1901,  54  in  1900. 

Twelve  inquests  were  held  on  infants  this  year,  against 
17  in  1912,  14  in  1911,  15  in  1910,  9  in  1909,  17  in  1908,  9  in 
1907,  13  in  1906,  5  in  1905,  9  in  1904,  5  in  1903,  1  in  1902,  5 
in  1901,  3  in  1900,  and  14  in  1899. 

The  deaths  amongst  infants  from  Respiratory  Diseases, 
i.e..  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  number  48,  against  41  in  1912, 
30  in  1911,  35  in  1910,  46  in  1909,  49  in  1908,  63  in  1907,  42 
in  1906,  38  in  1905,  59  in  1901,  49  in  1903,  50  in  1902,  33  in 
1901,  and  51  in  1900. 


DIARRHCEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

The  deaths  from  Diarehoea  number  44,  equal  to  a  death- 
rate,  calculated  on  the  births,  of  2P4,  against  10  last  year, 
equal  to  a  death-rate  of  5'2. 

The  deaths  from  Enteritis  number  13,  equal  to  a  death- 
rate,  calculated  on  the  births,  of  6.3,  against  5  last  year, 
equal  to  a  death-rate  of  2*6. 

There  has  been  a  higher  incidence  of  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  this  year,  the  number  of  Infants 
dying  being  57. 

A  circular  was  received  in  July  from  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  on  the  prevention  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea.  Steps 
had  already  been  taken  in  compliance  with  a  similar  circular 
received  last  year.  The  removal  of  domestic  refuse  was 
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accelerated,  bins  being  emptied  once  a  week  or  more 
frequently  when  required.  Visits  were  paid  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  back  yards  and  the  general  condition  of  the 
premises,  and  instructions  were  given  to  the  tenants  to  burn 
all  the  refuse  they  possibly  could.  Streets  w'ere  frequently 
well  watered.  The  following  handbill  was  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Kyles,  and  distributed  to  the  owners  of  stables.  In  all  104 
were  sent  out. 

Flies  and  the  Prevention  of  Diarrhiva. 

Removal  of  Stable  Manure. 

Stable  manure  readily  encourages  the  breeding  of  flies, 
and  flies  carry  infection  and  the  germs  of  disease  into  houses 
and  there  Infect  food,  especially  the  food  of  infants,  viz.,  milk. 

The  one  common  cause  of  summer  diarrhoea,  which  so 
oftens  ends  fatally  among  infants,  is  the  food  and  milk  that 
have  been  contaminated  by  flies. 

I  therefore  beg  to  request  you  to  have  removed  from  the 
premises,  during  August  and  September,  all  the  stable  manure 
and  other  offensive  accumulations,  at  least  once  weekly,  and 
even  better  still  oftener.  By  doing  this  you  will  stop  the 
breeding  ground  of  flies  and  so  be  helping  to  remove  the 
cause  of  so  many  infant  deaths. 
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The  Number  of  Births,  the  Infantile  Mortality,  and 
THE  Infantile  Death-Rates  for  the  past  Twenty-Four 
Years,  were  as  follows  : 


YEAR. 

BIRTHS. 

INFANTILE 

DEATHS. 

INFANTILE 

DEATH-RATE. 

1890 

1281 

220 

171-7 

1891 

1423 

210 

147-0 

1892 

1328 

221 

167-7 

1893 

1446 

259 

179-1 

1894 

1396 

208 

149-1 

1895 

1503 

213 

141-6 

1896 

1546 

260 

168-1 

1897 

1657 

280 

168-9 

1898 

1724 

273 

158 

1899 

1856 

332 

179 

1900 

1859 

304 

160 

1901 

1895 

323 

170 

1902 

1974 

252 

127 

1903 

1980 

280 

141-7 

1904 

1956 

285 

145-6 

1905 

1910 

266 

139 

1906 

2027 

264 

130 

1907 

1973 

232 

116 

1908 

2088 

284 

135 

1909 

1989 

232 

116 

1910 

1967 

214 

108 

1911 

1972 

277 

140 

1912 

1899 

211 

111 

1913 

2052 

262 

127 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— A  SUMMARY  FOR  TEN  YEARS. 
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ZYMOTIC  DEATHS. 

The  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
number  160. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  year  is  2’1  per  1,000  per¬ 
sons  living  per  annum,  against  0’9  in  1912,  2‘3  in  1911,  1‘3  in 
1910,  2-] 5  in  1909,  1-84  in  1908,  1-43  in  1907,  2-21  in  1906,  IT 
in  1905,  1-24  in  1904,  1-2  in  1903,  1-4  in  1902,  ITO  in  1901, 
and  1’42  in  1900. 

The  mortality  from  these  diseases  at  under  and  over  five 
years  of  age,  sexes  being  distinguished,  is  as  follows  : — 


ZYMOTIC  DEATHS  DURING  1913. 


UNDER 

OVER 

.  TOTAL. 

FIVE 

YEARS. 

FIVE 

YEARS. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

BOTH 

SEXES. 

Small  Pox  . 

... 

... 

... 

Measles  . 

7 

22 

2 

4 

35 

Scarlet"  Fever . 

3 

3 

5 

2 

13 

Diphtheria  . 

4 

... 

3 

2 

9 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

6 

8 

... 

2 

16 

Typhoid  Fever 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  . 

45 

36 

3 

1 

85 

Totals 

65 

69 

14 

12 

160 

ZYMOTIC  DEATHS  and  DEATH-RATES  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Sixty-four  persons,  all  being  over  five  years  of  age,  were 
registered  as  having  died  during  the  year  from  Phthisis. 

The  Phthisis  death-rate  for  the  year  is  0’87  per  ],00U 
persons  living  per  annum,  against  0'9  in  1912,  (.)'94  in  1911, 
0-84  in  1910,  0-82  in  1909,  0-86  in  1908,  0-78  in  1907,  O-OO  in 
1900,  0-73  in  190.5,  0-93  in  1904,  0-05  in  1903,  0-75  in  1902, 
0’87  in  1901,  and  0’74  in  190(t. 

The  total  number  of  bacteriological  examinations  in  the 
case  of  Phthisis  patients  was  154,  32  giving  a  positis’e  result 
and  122  a  negative  result. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912. 

The  above  Regulations,  which  superseded  all  previous 
Regulations  relating  to  Tuberculosis,  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  day  of  February,  1913,  and  from  the  register  of  the 
cases  notified  it  is  shown  that  300  notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  50  notifications  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis  have  been  received  under  this  head.  During  the  month 
of  Januar}',  1913,  18  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  received  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1911.  The  total  number  of  notifications  received  during 
the  year  represented  258  fresh  cases,  viz.,  211  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  47  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


The  age  period  and  ward  distribution  of  these  cases  is 
given  in  the  accompanying  tables 


Age  Periods. 

PULMONAR  V. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M. 

E. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1  to  5 

— 

2 

4 

1 

5  to  15 

15 

16 

18 

7 

15  to  25 

27 

30 

2 

4 

25  to  35 

31 

27 

5 

3 

35  to  45 

22 

20 

— 

— 

45  to  55 

4 

8 

1 

1 

55  to  65 

4 

4 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

104 

107 

31 

16 

29 


Ward  Distributions. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonarv. 


Spon  Lane  Ward 

... 

18 

G 

Sandwell  Ward 

•  •  • 

35 

5 

Uplands  Ward 

•  •• 

21 

4 

Bearwood  Waril 

•  •  • 

07 

12 

Victoria  Ward 

•  •  • 

29 

11 

Soho  Ward 

... 

41 

9 

211 

47 

Frequent  periodic  visits  have  been  paid  to  each  case,  in 
the  first  instance  by  myself,  and  subsequently  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  Health  Visitor,  and  verbal  instructions  have 
been  given.  I  have  also  had  consultations  with  the  practi¬ 
tioners  attending  the  cases,  and  have  examined  most  of  the 
patients  prior  to  their  admission  to  Sanatoria.  In  all  1,17.‘I 
such  visits  haye  been  paid,  and  any  insanitary  defects  dis¬ 
covered  (of  which  there  were  32)  have  been  dealt  with  by  the 
Health  Department. 

In  those  cases  where  the  patient  followed  an  occupation 
of  which  there  were  134,  31  were  able  to  resume  their  work 
after  a  more  or  less  protracted  interval.  One  hundred  and 
eleven  of  these  patients  were  insured  persons  under  the  Act. 
The  following  are  the  occupations  engaged  in  : — Males  :  Axle 
box  fitter,  barman,  brass  tube  drawer,  billiard  marker, 
bioscope  operator,  bus  conductor,  boot  repairer,  cycle  worker 

(2) ,  carpenter’  (3),  commercial  clerk  (6),  draughtsman  (3), 
engineer,  electro-plater,  electrician,  file  cutter,  fitter  (3),  fore¬ 
man  moulder,  gas  fitter,  groom,  glass  worker  (4),  ironworker 

(3) ,  jeweller  (4),  labourer  (11),  metal  polisher  (3),  motorman, 
machinist  (3),  miller,  miner,  mechanic,  messenger,  painter  and 
decorator  (2),  pattern  maker  (4),  packer,  picture  house 
attendant,  pearl  worker,  refinery  furnaceman,  rivetter,  steek 
sash  fitter,  spring  mattress  maker,  stableman,  shop  assistant 
(2),  scale  maker  (2),  stoker  (2),  silversmith,  tailor  (2),  tagger, 
tube  drawer  (2),  tool  maker,  turner,  warehouseman  (2),  wood 
engraver,  wood  sawyer.  Females :  Button  worker,  brass 
worker,  coremaker,  cycle  worker,  caterer,  commercial  clerk, 
domestic  servant  (7),  dressmaker  (2),  lathe  worker  (2),  laun- 
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dress,  lacquerer,  packer,  press  worker  (2),  pin  sticker,  steel  pen 
worker,  shop  assistant  (3),  screw  worker  (4),  school  teacher  (2), 
sorter,  warehouse  keeper  (3),  ward  maid. 

A  history  of  Tuberculosis  in  connection  with  the  patients’ 
families  was  traced  in  25°/»  of  the  cases,  in  the  remaining  75°/“ 
no  consumptive  history  could  be  ascertained. 

All  patients  were  supplied  with  leaflets  giving  general 
advice  as  to  precautions  to  be  observed  by  the  patient  and 
members  of  the  household. 

In  suitable  cases  pocket  spittoons  are  provided  for  the  use 
of  t’ne  patients,  and  in  all  cases  disinfectants  are  freely 
provided. 

In  cases  of  removal  from  the  district  every  effort  is  made 
to  ascertain  the  patient’s  new  address,  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  district  in  which  the  new  address  is  situate  is 
notified  of  the  patient’s  removal. 

After  death  or  removal,  the  rooms  occupied  by  patients 
are  thoroughly  disinfected  with  Formalin,  the  bedding  re¬ 
moved  to  the  disinfecting  chamber,  and  the  walls  stripped  and 
limewashed.  During  the  year  under  notice  137  such  disinfec¬ 
tions  were  carried  out. 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  condition  of  these  258 
cases  at  the  end  of  the  year  ; — 


Well  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Inproving  ...  ...  ...  09 

Stationary  ...  ...  ...  49 

Advanced  ...  ...  ...  24 

In  sanatorium  or  infirmary  ...  ...  35 

Fatal  during  the  year  ...  ...  39 

Removed  from  district  ...  ...  24 

Could  not  be  traced  ...  ...  9 


258 

A  house  incidence  record  is  now  being  compiled  but  will 
not  be  available  for  information  until  the  next  Annual  Report. 
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The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  was  under  construction  but 
was  not  ready  for  opening  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was 
eventually  opened  on  January  the  12th,  1!)11,  and  is  now  in 
full  working  order. 

In  January  1912  the  Town  Council  appointed  a  Sub¬ 
committee  to  consider  and  report  on  the  provisions  of  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  and  in  March  of  the  same  year 
appointed  representatives  to  a  Conference  at  Stafford,  to 
discuss  with  the  County  Council  and  other  authorities  within 
the  geographical  county,  the  question  of  the  provision  o; 
accommodation  for  tuberculous  persons.  The  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  were  however  of  opinion  that  accommodation  could  be 
provided  with  greater  advantage  at  Holly  Lane,  and  in  June, 
1912,  the  Council  accepted  a  recommendation  that  additional 
buildings  should  be  erected  at  the  hospital  there,  for  the 
accommodation  of  Tuberculous  persons  from  this  Borough 
and  from  the  Oldbury  Urban  District. 

Subsequently  however,  the  Birmingham  Hospital  Satur¬ 
day  Committee  (to  whose  funds  there  are  a  large  number  of 
subscribers  in  Smethwick)  approached  the  Council  and  offered 
to  reserve  some  beds  at  the  Sanatorium  at  Romsley  Hill,  near 
Halesowen,  which  was  then  in  course  of  erection — the  terms 
to  include  the  provision  of  the  beds  without  any  capital  cost 
to  Smethwick  beyond  the  Government  Grant  obtainable 
through  the  Local  Government  Board.  These  terms  appeared 
to  the  majority  of  the  Council  to  offer  advantages  which  it 
would  be  unwise  to  reject,  and  It  was  therefore  decided  to 
accept  the  offer  as  regards  11  beds,  and  further  to  ask  the 
Association  to  provide  7  beds  for  advanced  cases,  which  they 
expressed  their  willingness  to  do  on  the  Council  guaranteeing 
the  cost. 

Upon  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Robertson,  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  he  pointed  out  the  unwisdom  of  sending  advanced 
cases  so  far  from  their  homes,  and  as  a  result  It  has  been 
decided  to  reserve  20  beds  at  the  Romsley  Sanatorium  for 
early  cases  only,  upon  terms  broadly  speaking  of  paying  a 
proportionate  share  of  the  expenses  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
institution,  based  upon  the  number  of  patients  therein  ;  the 
current  rate  being  27/6  per  patient  per  week. 
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The  number  of  beds  available  at  Romsley  for  Smethwick 
patients  Is  at  present  14,  the  remaining  six  not  having  yet 
been  provided. 

As  regards  hospital  beds,  negotiations  are  now  proceeding 
with  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  with  a  view  to  the 
provision  of  such  beds  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Smethwick  and  Oldbury,  at  the  Joint  Hospital  in  Holly  Lane. 

During  the  year  an  agreement  has  been  come  to  with  the 
Smethwick  Insurance  Committee,  for  the  Corporation  to  give 
institutional  treatment  to  all  insured  persons  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis,  and  the  agreement  came  into  operation  on  the 

1-th  January,  1914. 


RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  227  persons  have  died  from  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  and  other  diseases  of  Respiratory  organs. 

The  death-rate  of  Respiratory  Diseases  is  3T  per  1,000 
persons  living  per  annum,  against  2‘8  in  1912,  2'6  in  1911,  0’15 
in  1910,  0-28  in  1909,  0-27  in  1908,  3T  in  1907,  2-7  in  1900, 

2- 7  in  1905,  2-07  in  1901,  3-1  in  1903,  3-9  in  1902.  2-5  in  1901, 

3- 3  in  1900. 


CANCER. 

Fifty-nine  deaths  were  registered  from  the  several  diseases 
grouped  under  this  head. 

The  distribution  in  the  Wards  was  as  follows  : — Spon 
Lane  Ward  12,  Sandwell  Ward  6,  Uplands  Ward  5,  Bearwood 
Ward  IG,  Victoria  Ward  10,  Soho  Ward  10. 

Grouping  these  Wards  as  I  have  hitherto  done,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  Electoral  Dis¬ 
tricts,  the  figures  for  the  past  25  years  are  as  follows  : — 
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Northern. 

Southern. 

South-Eastern. 

Spoil  Lane  and 

Uplands  ar.d 

Victoria  .nnd 

Sandwell  Wards. 

Bearwood  ll'ards. 

Soho  Wards. 

344 

283 

281 

The  Cancer  death-rate  for  the  year  is  0‘8,  against  0*7, 
0-79,  0-54,  0-78,  0*70,  0-85,  0-67,  O-GO,  0-803,  0-77,  0-5a,  0-62, 
O'ou,  0-40,  and  0-52  in  the  fifteen  previous  years. 


LOCALISATION  OF  THE  DISEASE. 


Cancer 


»» 

n 

>» 

u 

»> 

u 

II 

II 

II 

II 


Under 
5  years 

M  F 


of  Liver  ... 
Stomach 
Bowels 
Spleen 
Uterus 
Bladder 
Breast 
Fauces 
Throat 
Thyroid 
Larynx 

Vocal  Cords... 
Tongue 
Jaw  ... 

Face  ... 

Nose  ... 
Thoracic  Wall 
Femur 

Spine  ...  ... 

Mediastinum 

Vulva... 


25- 

M 


-45 


65  and  Total 
45 — 65  upwards  both 
M  F  M  F  Sexes 

2  3  10 

1 


2 

1 


3 

1 

4 

4 

1 

9 


2 

4 


G 

13 

1 

4 

1 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


.  1  3  1  12  17  11  14 


Totals 


29 


25  59 


NOTIFICATION  RETURN  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFIABLE). 

The  notifications  that  have  been  received  during  the  year 
number  1097. 

The  notification  rate  for  this  year  is  15'0  per  1,()00  per¬ 
sons  living  per  annum,  against  9T)  in  1912,  S'f)  in  1911,  12’.5 
in  1910,  9-2  in  1909,  ll'G  in  190S,  9-8  in  1907,  7-0  in  1906,  4-4 
in  1905,  4-8  in  1904,  9-9  in  1903,  13-2  in  1902,  ILG  in  1901, 
and  5*7  in  1900. 

The  mortality  rate  from  these  diseases  is  T5  per  1,000 
persons  living  per  annum,  against  IT  in  1912,  1'09  in  1911, 
0-63  in  1910,  0-56  in  1909,  0-54  in  1908,  0-36  in  1907,  0-53  in 
1906,  0-22  in  1905,  0-35  in  1904,  0-57  in  1903,  0-70  in  1902, 
0*62  in  1901,  and  OTT  in  1900. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  each  scheduled  disease  for 
the  ten  years  ended  with  the  termination  of  the  year  under 
notice  is  shown  in  the  table. 

On  the  Spot  Disease  Map,  showing  the  Wards,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Typhoid  Fever 
are  indicated  by  distinctive  marks. 


SMALL  POX. 

The  South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital  is 
available  for  admission  for  any  cases  of  Small  Pox  which  may 
occur  in  the  Borough.  The  Joint  Hospital  Board  is  composed 
of  representatives  from  the  following  authorities  : — 

The  Urban  District  of  Amblecote 
The  Urban  District  of  Bilston 
The  Urban  District  of  Coseley 
The  Urban  District  of  Darlaston 
The  Urban  District  of  Heath  Town 
The  Urban  District  of  Oldbury 
The  Urban  District  of  Rowley  Regis 
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The  Urban  District  of  Sedgley 
The  Urban  District  of  Short  Heath 
The  Urban  District  of  Tettenhall 
The  Urban  District  of  Tipton 
The  Urban  District  of  Wednestield 
The  Rural  District  of  Kingswinford 
The  County  Borough  of  Smethwick 
The  County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton 

This  Joint  Board  met  and  decided  to  lease  the  Hospital 
at  Moxley  at  the  rate  of  30/-  per  bed,  per  week,  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  Phthsis  cases  to  the  following  Insurance  Committees: 

Dudley, 

Wolverhampton,  and 

Staffordshire  County. 

During  the  year  1013  this  Hospital  has  been  entirely  used 
by  these  Committees  for  the  treatment  of  Phthsis  patients. 

This  arrangement  was  made  on  the  understanding  that 
should  Small  Pox  occur  the  building  would  be  vacated  and 
made  available  for  cases  of  that  disease. 

No  notiheation  of  Small  Pox  has  been  received  during 
the  year. 

The  Smethwick  representatives  of  the  Joint  Hospital 
Board  are  the  Mayor,  Alderman  Bowden,  and  Alderman 
Summerton. 


VACCINATION. 

The  Vaccination  Officer’s  returns  for  the  period  of  twelve 
months  ending  30th  June,  1913. 

There  is  unfortunately  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  conscientious  objections,  and  their  number  is  likely 


County  Borough  of  Smethwick  (now  part  of  Birmingham  Union). 

VACCINATION  RETURNS. 
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to  increase  owing  to  the  facilities  with  which  the  people  are 
able  to  obtain  certificates  of  exemption, 

I  have  already  pointed  out  in  former  reports,  should  an 
epidemic  of  Small  Pox  break  out  the  consequences  must  be 
Inevitably  very  serious. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  number  581,  against 
252  in  1912,  212  in  1911,  049  in  1910,  445  in  1909,  018  in  1908, 
431  in  1907,  275  in  1900,  100  in  1905,  195  in  1904,  392  in  1903, 
589  in  1902,  537  in  1901,  and  125  in  1900. 


The  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  7‘9,  against 
3-4  in  1912,  3-5  In  1911,  8-8  in  1910,  0-3  in  1909,  8-8  in  1908, 
0'4  in  1907,  4’2  in  1900,  2*5  in  1905,  3’2  In  1904,  0*7  in  1903", 
10-0  in  1902,  S'O  In  1901,  and  2-20  in  1900. 


The  mortality  was  13,  giving  a  death-rate  of  OT,  against 
0-05  in  1912,  O’Ol  in  1911,  0-25  In  1910,  0-02  in  1909,  0  25  in 
1908,  OTO  in  1907,  0-09  in  1900,  OTl  in  1905,  0-081  in  1904, 
0-12  in  1903,  0*35  in  1902,  0-23  in  1901,  and  0-05  1900. 

In  the  Street  List  appended  to  my  report  the  locality  ol 
each  outbreak  is  given,  and  the  number  of  cases  that  have 
occurred  in  each  Ward  is  shown  on  the  Spot  Disease  Map. 

The  influence  of  Scarlet  Fever  on  school  attendance  is 
indicated  in  the  following  figures,  which  show  the  number  of 
outbreaks  connected  with  each  school  for  the  last  fourteen 
years  : — 
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School  Incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1‘J00,  1901,  1902,  1903, 
1901,  1905,  1900,  1907,  190S,  1909,  1910,  1911,  1912,  and  1913. 


Schools. 


Year 

Central 

Chances 

Oldbury  Koad 

Brasshouse  Lane 

Sloe  Lane 

Cape 

Corbett  Street 

Rabone  Lane 

Bearwood  Roadj 

Waterloo  Road 

Old  Church 

Holy  Trinity 

St.  Matthew’s 

St.  Philip’s 

Private-Schools 

Other  Schools  j 

Victoria  Special 

Total 

1900 

17 

11 

5 

2 

12 

6 

2 

... 

8 

4 

5 

7 

4 

... 

83 

1901 

34 

2 

10 

45 

2 

34 

35 

5 

13 

•  «  • 

i 

5 

10 

2 

9 

6 

4  4. 

213 

1902 

39 

15 

49 

26 

■  •  • 

42 

42 

21 

«  •  4 

8 

8 

17 

9 

9 

8 

4  4  4 

293 

1903 

51 

6 

19 

26 

2 

36 

15 

2 

26 

•  •  4 

2 

21 

17 

3 

7 

3 

4  *  4 

236 

1904 

10 

11 

17 

8 

•  •  • 

25 

11 

O 

O 

11 

4  4  4 

1 

1 

7 

4*4 

6 

3 

4*4 

117 

1905 

12 

2 

9 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

16 

2 

19 

1 

3 

8 

.  . 

5 

8 

*  4  * 

95 

1906 

15 

1 

21 

37 

3 

16 

5 

2 

22 

•  4  4 

4 

4 

4 

1 

2 

8 

4  4  4 

145 

1907 

29 

2 

12 

48 

5 

33 

19 

5 

23 

4  4  4 

7 

4  4  4 

9 

11 

15 

11 

4  4  4 

229 

1908 

23 

2 

23 

21 

1 

92 

26 

5 

40 

47 

8 

3 

16 

6 

5 

6 

*  * 

322 

1909 

34 

1 

14 

12 

1 

29 

29 

7 

49 

50 

1 

3 

12 

4 

4 

1 

4  4  4 

268 

1910 

77 

18 

54 

14 

2 

43 

37 

3 

61 

34 

6 

18 

17 

10 

8 

6 

2 

410 

1911 

8 

5 

12 

10 

•  •  • 

20 

1 

•  •  • 

23 

32 

3 

9 

2 

2 

4 

3 

4  *  4 

134 

1912 

6 

4 

11 

9 

1 

43 

17 

•  •  • 

15 

20 

5 

1 

9 

2 

.  4 

6 

4  4  4 

149 

1913 

20 

5 

38 

19 

... 

37 

25 

1 

46 

64 

2 

13 

i- 

3 

7 

14 

1 

302 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  several  Wards  of  the 
Borough  during  the  last  thirteen  years  has  been  as  follows  : — 


Spon  Lane.  Sandwell.  Uplands.  Bearwood.  Victoria. 

In  1901. 

31  111  19  104  81 

In  1902. 


Soho. 

91 


151 


73  46  151  70  98 

In  1903. 


75 

60 

23 

103 

63 

68 

In  1904. 

45 

18 

9 

61 

19 

43 

In  1905. 

30 

16 

8 

55 

18 

32 

In  1906. 

50 

71 

14 

91 

29 

20 

In  1907. 

50 

112 

20 

107 

77 

65 
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Spon  Lane.  Sandwell.  Uplands.  Bearwood.  Victoria.  Solio. 


57 

68 

In  1908. 

20 

207 

88 

118 

42 

31 

In  1909. 

20 

207 

88 

54 

124 

44 

In  1910. 

85 

205 

124 

67 

31 

21 

In  1911. 

28 

99 

30 

24 

22 

22 

In  1912. 

18 

118 

33 

39 

108 

40 

In  1913. 

34 

245 

07 

80 

The  heaviest  incidence  was  in  September  and  October, 
when  GO  notifications  were  received  in  each  month.  The 
lowest  number  of  notifications  was  received  in  March,  when 
37  were  recorded. 

Two  hundred  and  four  cases  occurred  in  87  houses. 

From  the  Registrar  General’s  returns  it  is  shown  that  the 
attack  rate  per  1,000  living  for  Scarlet  Fever  for  1913  was 
lO'lO  for  Birmingham.  Bearwood  Ward,  which  is  contiguous 
to  Birmingham,  showed  an  attack  rate  for  the  same  disease  of 
10*9.  The  other  Wards  of  the  Borough,  t.e.,  Spon  Lane,  Sand- 
well,  Uplands,  Victoria,  and  Soho,  have  Scarlet  Fever  attack 
rates  of  from  TO  to  3*0,  these  Wards  being  in  geographical 
relationship  to  West  Bromwich,  Oldbury,  and  Dudley,  where 
the  Scarlet  Fever  attack  rate  varies  from  TO  to  3'0. 

These  figures  appear  to  show  that  Smethwick  owes  its 
high  rate  of  7*9  to  Bearwood  Ward  being  related  to  Birming¬ 
ham,  for  in  this  Ward  the  people  are  practically  all  employed 
in  Birmingham,  in  the  other  Wards  there  being  large  works 
which  have  little  or  no  connection  with  Birmingham. 

From  the  Spot  Disease  Map  it  might  be  noted  that 
Uplands  Ward  is  still  mostly  agricultural,  and  acts  as  a  dilut- 
ing  ground  in  preventing  the  spread  of  disease  In  the  direction 
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of  Spon  Lane,  while  in  Victoria  Ward  there  is  a  large  public 
park  which  acts  as  a  large  lung  in  that  area. 

The  following  notes  may  be  interesting : — 

A  case  was  notified  from  a  house  where  milk  was  sold,  on 
enquiry  1  found  some  was  supplied  to  customers,  several  of 
whom  resided  in  Birmingham.  I  obtained  a  list  of  all  names 
and  addresses  and  forwarded  them  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  Birmingham.  No  milk  was  allowed  to  be  brought 
in  or  sold  on  the  premises,  and  no  one  in  the  premises  was 
allowed  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  a  man  being  engaged 
to  receive  it  directly  from  the  wholesale  dealer  and  deliver 
it  to  the  customers. 

On  licensed  premises  in  Soho  Ward,  where  some  of  the 
inmates  were  suffering  from  Measles,  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
was  notified.  Not  being  able  to  remove  it  to  the  Hospital  on 
account  of  Measles,  I  arranged  with  the  owners,  who  met  me 
most  courteously,  that  the  patient  snould  be  removed  to  the 
West  Bromwich  Infectious  Hospital,  they  undertaking  to 
defray  all  the  charges. 

I  was  called  in  consultation  to  a  patient  in  Victoria 
Ward,  who  was  suffering  from  a  very  malignant  form  of  the 
fever  and  unfit  for  removal  to  hospital,  he  was  well  isolated 
and  nursed  at  home,  but  the  case  proved  fatal. 

A  boy  was  notified  two  days  after  his  return  from  a  scouts’ 
camp,  and  a  few  days  after  a  sister  of  a  fellow  scout,  who 
occupied  the  same  tent  as  the  first  named  boy,  was  also 
notified.  The  scout  master  was  seen,  and  the  tent  which  had 
been  occupied  by  these  two  boys,  and  which  had  been  rolled 
up  on  their  departure  from  camp,  was  taken  away  and  dis¬ 
infected  at  the  hospital,  and  letters  were  sent  to  the  parents  of 
each  boy  who  had  slept  in  the  tents,  informing  them  of  the 
circumstances  and  advising  precautions. 

In  all  cases  were  patients  where  not  removed  to  hospital 
it  was  ascertained  that  sufficient  isolation  could  be  effected 
at  home. 


SCARLET  FEVER,  1918. 

TABLE  SHOWING  AGE  PERIOD  OF  ATTACK. 
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Generally  speaking  the  disease  was  of  a  mild  type,  but  in 
December  the  type  changed  to  a  septic  form,  this  being  the 
case,  the  rash  altered  in  appearance,  causing  some  difficulty  in 
diagnosis. 


Several  cases  were  complicated  with  Measles  and  Diph¬ 
theria,  and  one  with  Tuberculosis. 

In  all  cases  where  outbreaks  occurred  amongst  school 
children,  frequent  visits  were  paid  to  the  schools,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  the  school  doctor,  careful  watch  was  kept 
at  all  schools  over  the  scholars. 

The  mortality  has  unfortunately  been  heavier  than  it  was 
last  year. 

Each  case  was  visited  almost  immediately  after  receipt  of 
notification,  and  enquiries  made  and  instructions  given  to 
contacts. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

The  notifications  of  Diphtheria  number  05  this  year, 
against  50  last  year,  96  in  1911,  92  in  1910,  97  in  1909,  111  in 
1908,  119  in  1907,  125  in  1906,  39  in  1905,  37  in  1<)01,  59  in 
1903,  5-1  in  1902,  and  60  in  1901. 

The  attack  rate  is  0'8  per  1,000  persons  living  per  annum, 
against  0'6  in  1912,  1‘3  in  1911,  1'3  in  1910,  1'3  in  1909,  I'O  in 
1908,  1-7  in  1907,  1-9  in  1906,  0-6  in  1905,  0  6  in  1901,  I'O  in 
1903,  0-9  in  1902,  and  ID  in  1901. 

There  were  9  deaths,  the  death-rate  being  OT,  against  OT 
in  1912,  0-05  in  1911,  0  11  in  1910,  OTl  in  1909,  OTl  in  1908, 
OTO  in  1907,  0-21  in  1906,  ODl  in  1905,  ODSl  in  1901,  0T9  in 
1903,  0T2  in  1902,  and  ODO  in  1901. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  specimens  of  the  secretions 
from  the  throats  of  patients  were  submitted  for  examination 
at  the  Birmingham  University,  who  reported  that  in  27  in- 
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stances  the  Diphtheria  bacillus  was  found,  and  in  95  negative 
results  were  obtained. 

Anti-toxin  was  asked  for  and  supplied  in  38  instances. 
Fifteen  cases  occurred  in  7  houses. 

There  was  one  dual  notification. 

There  have  been  fewer  notifications  this  year  than  there 
were  in  any  of  the  previous  seven  years,  with  the  exception 
of  1912. 

Three  cases  were  notified  from  Soho  Ward,  all  being 
complicated  with  Scarlet  Fever,  comprising  the  mother  and 
two  children,  one  of  the  children  died. 

\  nurse  was  provided  in  one  instance  where  the  children 
had  a  succession  of  illnesses,  including  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  Diphtheria.  One  of  these  children  died. 

Several  cases  occurred  amongst  children  who  had  recently 
undergone  operations  in  Birmingham  Hospitals  for  removal 
of  adenoids. 

One  of  the  fatal  cases  was  that  of  a  married  woman  who 
had  been  ill  for  a  week  before  the  doctor  who  notified  the  case 
was  called  in. 

notification's  of  diphtheria,  1913,  AT  AGE 


PERIODS,  SEXES  BEING  DISTINGUISHED. 


M. 

F. 

' 

Both. 

Under 

1  year 

... 

1 

1 

1  year 

and  under  5 

9 

13 

22 

5 

„  15 

17 

3 

25 

15 

n 

,,  25 

4 

4 

8 

25 

>» 

„  65 

3 

5 

8 

65 

and  upwards 

... 

1 

1 

Totals 

33 

32 

65 
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MORTALITY  OF  DIPHTHERIA  AT  AGE  PERIODS, 

1913. 


1 

M.  '  F. 

Both. 

Under  1  year . 

1  '  ... 

1 

1  year  and  under  5 . 

3 

3 

5 

„  »  15 . 

3  1 

4 

15 

..  ,)  25 . 

25 

„  ,,  fi5 . 

...  !  1 

1 

65  „ 

and  upwards 

... 

Totals . 

7  2 

9 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

The  notifications  of  Typhoid  Fever  numbered  5  this  year, 
4  males  and  1  female,  and  2  deaths  have  been  registered  as 
having  been  occasioned  by  it. 

Last  year  4  notifications  were  received  against  10  in  1911, 
25  in  1910,  14  in  1909,  31  in  1908,  32  in  1907,  30  in  1900,  24 
in  1905,  23  in  1904,  52  in  1903,  47  in  1902,  and  02  in  1901. 

The  mortality  rate  this  year  is  0‘02,  against  nil,  0'028, 
0-08,  0-04,  0-05,  0-07,  0T2,  0-09,  0T14,  0T5,  0-23,  0-22,  0-12, 
and  0'22  in  the  fourteen  years  immediately  preceding  this 
year. 

The  attack  rate  is  O’OO  per  1,000  persons  living  per 
annum,  against  0'05  last  year. 

Widal’s  Reaction  was  obtained  in  2  instances,  and  in  8 
instances  a  negative  result  was  reported. 
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The  following  are  some  particulars  of  cases  notified  ; — 

A  married  woman,  aged  sixty,  residing  in  Uplands  Ward. 
I  personally  visited  the  house  on  two  occasions,  and  an  in¬ 
spection  was  made  by  a  Sanitary  Inspector.  There  were  no 
insanitary  conditions  which  could  account  for  the  illness,  and 
there  was  no  history  of  any  possible  specific  contamination  of 
the  food.  The  patient  was  notified  on  the  luth,  and  the 
illness  terminated  fatally  on  the  17th  February.  The  usual 
precautions  as  to  burial  and  disinfection  of  the  premises  were 
carried  out.  There  was  W.C.  accommodation. 


A  male,  aged  18  years,  residing  in  Victoria  Ward.  The 
illness  commenced  on  the  22nd  December,  1*J12.  Three  weeks 
previous  to  this  date  the  patient  resided  in  Birmingham.  The 
possible  source  of  infection  was  raw  mussels  purchased  and 
eaten  at  the  Market  Hall,  Birmingham.  The  patient  was 
removed  to  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  the  usual 
disinfecting  and  precautionary  measures  were  taken.  The 
patient  was  employed  at  a  local  factory.  1  personally  visited 
the  premises  and  found  everything  satisfactory  except  that 
there  was  a  foul  waste  water  closet.  This  was  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  disinfected.  Widal’s  reaction  was  positive. 


\  case  occurred  in  Sandwell  Ward  in  August,  that  of  a 
male,  aged  21.  The  patient  was  nursed  at  home  by  his 
mother.  The  fever  was  of  a  mild  character.  All  precautions 
were  taken,  and  the  patient  made  a  good  recovery.  The 
source  was  not  discovered.  The  house  and  premises  were 
in  a  perfectly  sanitary  state.  Thorough  disinfection  was 
carried  out,  and  Widal’s  reaction  was  negative.  The  patient 
was  a  factory  hand. 

Two  cases  occurred,  one  each  in  Spon  Lane  and  Sandwell 
Wards,  in  November,  being  those  of  males,  one  aged  38,  an 
insurance  agent,  the  other  aged  16,  an  ironworker.  The  latter 
cAse  was  bacteriologically  confirmed.  Under  existing  arrange¬ 
ments  they  were  both  removed  to  hospital,  one  to  the  General, 
the  other  to  the  Queen’s  Hospital,  Birmingham.  The  first 
case  died  in  hospital  on  the  17th  November. 
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A  Case  of  Paratyphoid  Fever. 

On  the  15th  of  February  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  informing  me  that  a  private  soldier  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  Worcestershire  Regiment  would  be  discharged  in 
consequence  of  being  a  chronic  carrier  of  bacillus  Paratyphoid 
A,  and  on  the  Ifith  of  February  an  official  notice  came  from 
the  Royal  Netley  Hospital  to  the  same  effect.  On  receipt  of 
the  first  notification  I  proceeded  to  the  man’s  house,  and  gave 
him  all  necessary  advice,  and  furnished  him  with  a  typed 
paper  of  instructions  and  kept  him  under  observation.  Several 
specimens  of  the  faeces  were  taken  from  time  to  time  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination  at  the  Birmingham  University. 

1  called  several  times  at  the  University  respecting  the 
matter. 

On  the  7th  of  July  I  was  notified  by  the  University  that 
he  was  not  showing  Paratyphoid  bacilli,  and  was  free  from 
infection. 

He  abstained,  by  instructions,  from  employment  as  long 
as  he  was  considered  to  be  infectious. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TYPHOID  FEVER,  1913. 


M. 

F. 

Both. 

Under  1  year 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1  year  and  under  5 

years 

... 

... 

5  „  „  15 

5)  •  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

15  „  „  25 

3 

... 

3 

25  „  „  65 

j,  ... 

1 

1 

2 

65  and  upwards  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

... 

4 

1 

5 
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mori’alh  y  of  rvPHon)  fever  at  age  periods 

1913. 


MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 


One  case  of  Membranous  Croup  has  occurred  during  the 
year,  which  proved  fatal. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Tlirce  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  have  been  notified  this 
year,  against  2  in  1912,  1  in  1911,  2  in  1910,  1  in  1909,  3  in 
1908,  4  in  1907,  (5  in  1900,  4  in  1905,  2  in  1904,  4  in  1903,  2  in 
1902,  3  in  1901  and  1900. 

One  death  has  been  registered. 

The  first  case  occurred  in  Spon  Lane  Ward.  The  mother 
was  confined  on  13th  of  May  of  her  first  baby,  and  attended 
by  a  doctor  who  on  the  23rd  of  May  called  in  a  consultant. 
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Removal  to  Hospital  was  advised,  the  patient  being  taken 
to  Sparkhill  Hospital  before  I  called  at  the  house,  my  visit 
being  on  the  24th  of  May,  the  day  the  notification  arrived. 

The  next  case  occurred  in  Sandwell  Ward,  the  patient 
being  confined  on  the  28th  of  May  of  her  fourth  child,  and 
attended  by  a  midwife.  The  patient  not  going  on  well,  the 
midwife  on  the  7th  of  June  advised  a  doctor  being  called  in, 
but  that  was  not  done  until  the  9th  inst.  The  doctor  attended 
her  until  the  11th,  when  she  was  removed  to  Sparkhill  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  detained  there  for  5  months.  The  notification  was 
dated  the  11th  of  June  but  not  received  by  me  until  the  13th 
of  June,  at  9-45  p.m.  There  was  no  history  of  the  illness. 
The  midwife  residing  in  Handsworth,  I  communicated  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Birmingham. 

The  third  case  occurred  in  November  in  Sandwell  Ward, 
the  patient  being  confined  on  the  12th,  a  midwife  being  in 
attendance.  It  was  the  first  baby,  and  was  born  a  quarter- 
of-an-hour  after  her  arrival.  A  doctor  was  called  in  on  the 
15th  of  November  (on  which  date  I  received  a  notification 
from  him),  the  patient  dying  on  the  IGth  of  November,  the 
cause  of  death  being  Puerperal  Septicoemia.  There  were  no 
unsanitary  conditions,  and  there  was  no  definite  source  of 
infection.  The  patient  had  recently  suffered  from  ulcer  of  the 
stomach. 

The  midwives  attending  each  case  were  disinfected  before 
resuming  any  further  duties. 


ERYSIPELAS. 

Fifty-eight  notifications  of  Erysipelas  have  been  received 
this  year,  against  7()  in  1912,  (J8  in  1911,  88  in  1910,  51  in 
1909,  54  in  1908,  73  in  1907,  54  in  1900,  54  in  1905,  30  in  1904, 
43  in  1903,  42  in  1902,  72  in  1901,  and  55  in  1900. 


Two  deaths  have  been  registered. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Thirteen  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  eight  being 
treated  by  private  practitioners,  and  five  at  the  Eye  Hospital, 
Birmingham.  In  only  four  cases  were  the  services  of  a  district 
nurse  required  by  the  doctor  in  attendance. 

Eleven  of  the  mothers  were  attended  in  their  confinement 
by  midwives,  and  two  by  doctors.  Directly  the  midwife’s 
notice  or  the  doctor’s  notification  was  received,  the  house  was 
visited,  a  district  nurse  being  sent  to  attend  on  the  midwives’ 
cases,  and  her  services  offered  to  the  medical  practitioner  at 
his  option. 

All  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type,  and  all  made  perfect 
recoveries.  The  midwives  are  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of 
securing  treatmt  nt  for  the  infants  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 


POLIOMYELITIS. 

An  infant  being  an  out-patient  at  the  Cliildrcn’s  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  was  notified  on  the  8th  August  to  be  suffering 
from  Polio-encephalitis,  a  disease  which  is  Included  under  the 
heading  of  Poliomyelitis.  I  visited  the  house  at  once,  and 
finding  no  doctor  in  attendance  examined  the  patient,  and  as 
it  presented  symptoms  consistent  with  the  notification,  advised 
that  they  should  at  once  seek  the  advice  of  their  family  doctor. 
I  also  gave  the  mother  special  instructions  as  to  precautionary 
measures. 

The  patient  was  an  only  child,  aged  one  year,  and  had 
been  breast  fed,  the  mother  having  been  attended  by  a  mid¬ 
wife.  A  doctor  had  been  called  in  on  the  -1th  June,  because 
the  patient  was  in  convulsions,  previously  to  this  attack  she 
had  been  quite  well.  He  had  attended  for  three  weeks,  and 
looking  upon  it  as  a  case  of  Meningitis  advised  it  to  be  taken 
to  a  hospital,  which  was  done  on  the  'Jth  July,  and  where  it 
was  detained  three  weeks.  It  was  then  brought  home. 
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voinltted  for  two  or  three  da3^s,  and  then  taken  by  the  mother 
to  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham,  from  where  I  received 
the  notification.  I  found  the  patient  had  not  been  detained  at 
this  hospital.  The  right  arm  and  leg  were  paralysed,  and  it 
was  blind.  There  were  no  insanitary  conditions  about  the 
house,  which  was  clean  and  orderly'.  I  advised  isolation  in 
one  bedroom,  and  the  use  of  an  iodine  nasal  spray,  both  for 
the  patient  and  the  mother,  as  recommended  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  their  memorandum  on  this  subject. 

The  child  was  subsequently  again  notified  by  the  local 
doctor  who  had  previously  attended  her,  and  on  several 
occasions  I  had  conferences  with  him,  and  visited  the  house 
and  saw  the  child,  whose  condition  remained  practically  the 
same  as  on  my  first  visit. 

As  the  nature  of  the  disease  was  quite  obvious,  it  was  not 
necessary  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  a  specialist,  whose 
services  are  available  in  such  circumstances  by  an  order  of  the 
Town  Council.  No  further  case  occurred. 


SMETHWICK  AND  OLDBURY  JOINT 
ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Hospital,  as  I  have  stated  before,  is  in  a  semi-rural 
situation  between  Smethwick  and  Oldbury.  It  was  opened 
on  the  8th  October,  1907,  for  the  reception  of  patients  suffer¬ 
ing  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  Typhoid  Fever,  but  now  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  for  the  treatment  of  Typhoid  Fever  in 
the  General  Hospital  and  Queen’s  Hospital,  Birmingham,  two 
cases  having  been  treated  this  year  in  the  General  Hospital 
and  one  in  the  Queen’s  Hospital. 

The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever  was  297,  those  from  Smethwick  numbering  264 
and  Oldbury  33. 

Last  year  the  total  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
admitted  was  198,  Smethwick  furnishing  166  and  Oldbury  32. 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  this  year  was  5,  all  being 
under  5  years  of  age,  1  being  Smethwick  children  and  one  an 
Oldbury  child. 

The  previous  year  the  deaths  numbered  3,  all  being 
Smethwick  cases. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  of  the  total  number  of  cases 
notified  In  Smethwick,  half  of  them  were  sent  into  the  Hospital, 
Oldbury  only  contributing  one-third  of  the  cases  notified  in 
their  district. 

The  number  of  beds  available  in  the  Hospital  is  -10. 

In  consequence  of  an  outbreak  of  Measles  amongst  the 
patients,  the  Hospital  was  closed  from  the  28th  of  December, 
11)12,  until  the  -Ith  of  February,  1013. 

In  June  a  case  was  admitted  from  Old  Hill,  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  Kowley  Regis. 

Miss  Jekyl  having  resigned  the  matronship  on  the  1st  of 
September,  the  Committee  appointed  Mrs.  Annie  Ellis,  of 
Austwlck,  near  Lancaster,  on  the  1st  September,  to  succeed 
her,  and  she  entered  upon  her  duties  on  the  4th  of  October, 
1913. 

Two  probationers  fell  ill  with  Scarlet  Fever,  one  in  Octo¬ 
ber  and  one  in  December.  Both  were  warded,  and  made  good 
recoveries. 

A  case  was  reported  by  telephone  from  the  General  Hos¬ 
pital,  Birmingham,  with  the  request  that  the  patient  should  be 
sent  for  from  the  Lodge  Road  Hospital,  where  she  had  been 
taken  suffering  from  a  sore  throat.  She  was  removed  to  our 
own  Hospital,  where  she  never  developed  anything  more  than 
spmpathetic  sore  throat. 

A  child  aged  3  years  was  notified  on  the  12th  September 
from  Victoria  Ward,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Hospital  on 
the  13th  September.  It  subsequently  developed  Diphtheria, 
and  was  at  once  Isolated,  antitoxin  being  administered.  It 
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was  notified  to  have  Diphtheria  on  the  !)th  October,  a  bacter- 
ological  examination  was  made  on  the  11th,  with  a  negative 
result ;  a  second  examination  being  made  on  the  16th  October 
gave  a  positive  result.  On  the  22nd  October  the  patient  died, 
the  death  being  certified  to  be  due  to  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diph¬ 
theria.  How  the  infection  of  Diphtheria  was  derived  is 
undetermined. 

A  child  who  had  been  notified  to  have  Scarlet  Fever  was 
removed  to  the  Hospital,  where  the  next  day  it  developed 
Measles.  The  child  was  sent  home  at  once  in  the  ambulance. 
I  saw  the  practitioner  in  attendance,  and  also  visited  the  house 
afterwards  and  saw  the  patient. 

A  married  woman  who  was  pregnant  had  been  admitted 
to  the  Hospital  with  her  child,  both  suffering  with  Scarlet 
Fever,  presented  sjmptoms  of  labour.  Arrangements  were 
made  to  have  her  removed  to  her  home  which  was  close  to, 
with  instructions  that  she  must  send  for  a  doctor. 

A  child  was  admitted  with  Scarlet  Fever  and  Nephritis, 
which  after  being  ill  for  a  long  time  made  a  good  recovery. 

Another  child  was  admitted  in  a  dying  septic  condition, 
and  died  on  the  second  day  after  admission. 

Another  was  also  very  ill  and  in  a  septic  condition  on 
admission,  having  suppurating  glands  and  a  good  deal  of 
sloughing  of  both  tonsils.  The  child  was  isolated,  three 
bacteriological  examinations  were  made,  showing  negative 
results,  a  fourth  one  being  positive.  The  child  was  ill  for  a 
long  time.  Anti-toxin  was  given,  and  it  made  a  good 
recovery. 

Four  other  cases  were  admitted  suffering  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  complicated  with  septic  throats,  they  were  all  isolated 
in  Ward  BA,  and  all  recovered. 

Many  cases  have  been  admitted  with  albuminuria  and 
suppurating  glands,  all  recovering. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  in  the  cases  of 
four  other  patients  with  suspicious  throats.  Negative  results 
being  obtained  in  each  instance. 
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The  Matron  and  Staff  are  attending  carefully  to  their 
several  duties,  and  displaying  an  intelligent  interest  in  their 
work. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
I  am  visiting  the  Hospital  and  keeping  the  patients  under 
close  observation. 

Payments  from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1913. 

£  s.  d. 

Salaries  of  Officers  and  Servants  ...  ...  915  10  0 

Establishment  Expenses  —  Printing,  Stationery, 

&c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  4  1 

Maintenance  Expenses — Rates,  Taxes,  Insurance, 

Repairs,  and  General  Upkeep  ...  ...  894  4  11 

Patients  Expenses  —  Provisions,  Medicine,  Tem¬ 
porary  Nurses,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  593  17  3 

Total  £2,430  10  0 


Number  of  Articles  Disinfected  at  the  Hospital. 
From  Smethwick  ...  ...  054 

From  Oldbury  ...  ...  ...  102 

Total  ...  750 


STEPS  TAKEN  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Being  through  the  agency  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Noti¬ 
fication  Act  promptly  advised  of  all  outbreaks  of  Infectious 
diseases,  each  case  is  regularly  registered,  and  on  the  day  on 
which  the  notification  Is  received  a  card  of  printed  Instructions 
as  to  precautions  against  the  spread  of  infection,  and  copies  of 
section  12G  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  are  forwarded  by  post  to 
the  address  given  in  the  notification  form. 

Notices  of  all  new  outbreaks  are  forwarded  at  once  to  the 
Education  Committee,  the  School  Attendance  Officers  being 
thus  acquainted  with  them.  All  premises  where  outbreaks 
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have  occurred  are  at  once  visited  to  endeavour  to  ascertain 
the  source  of  infection,  to  enquire  as  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  premises,  the  employment  of  the  working  members  of 
the  family,  the  schools  attended  by  the  children,  and  to  give 
such  general  verbal  instructions  as  are  necessary. 

Further,  all  the  elementary  schools  are  provided  with 
time  tables  showing  the  period  of  infectiveness  of  the 
various  diseases,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  premature 
return  to  school  of  any  children  from  infected  houses.  Disin¬ 
fection  at  the  conclusion  of  the  illness  is  performed.  In  all 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  affecting  school  children,  no  child 
is  allowed  to  return  to  school  until  a  notice  has  been  received 
by  the  School  Attendance  Officer,  signed  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  certifying  it  may  do  so.  In  the  case  of  Diphtheria 
this  certificate  is  not  forwarded  until  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  has  received  from  the  University,  Birmingham,  a  notice 
that  the  patient  is  no  longer  infective.  The  method  of  disin¬ 
fection  is  either  by  sulphur,  formalin,  or  chloride  of  lime,  at 
my  discretion,  and  all  unwashable  articles  are  conveyed  in 
the  removal  van  and  disinfected  in  Manlove,  Alliott  &  Co.’s 
Saturated  Steam  Disinfector,  and  returned  in  another  van. 
The  usual  notices  are  served  on  the  landlord  or  tenant,  requir¬ 
ing  a  stripping  and  limewashing  of  the  walls  of  the  patient’s 
room.  In  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  when  necessary,  infected 
beds  and  bedding  are  destroyed,  the  Corporation  paying  com¬ 
pensation.  In  all  cases  attended  by  midwives  steps  are  taken 
to  require  them  to  have  their  clothes  thoroughly  washed  and 
disinfected,  to  advise  them  as  to  personal  cleanliness,  and  to 
prevent  them  from  attending  any  other  cases  for  such  a  period 
as  may  seem  necessary. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Typhoid  Fever  where  home 
isolation  is  difficult  of  accomplishment,  are  removed,  when 
practicable,  to  hospital. 

Every  house  in  which  a  case  of  infectious  disease  occurs, 
is,  on  the  recovery  or  death  of  the  patient,  thoroughly 
disinfected. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  serum  is  supplied  free  of  charge,  on 
application  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  medical 
practitioners  who  may  require  it. 
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OTHER  INFECTIOUS  BUT  NOT  NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES. 


MEASLES. 

Thirty-five  deaths  of  children  have  been  registered  this 
year  from  Measles.  There  were  13  in  1'J12,  23  in  1911,  none 
in  1910,  03  in  1909,  1  in  190S,  28  in  1907,  17  in  1900,  12  in 
190.'),  1  in  1904,  0  in  1903,  19  in  1902,  4  in  1901,  10  in  1900, 
and  7  in  18!)9. 

The  Measles  epidemic  which  obtained  last  year  continued 
to  prevail,  and  to  died  out  in  June.  The  effect  upon  mortality 
was  unfortunate,  seven  of  the  fatal  cases  were  complicated 
with  Pneumonia,  23  with  Broncho  Pneumonia,  2  with 
Meningitis,  and  one  with  convulsions,  all  being  under  7 
3  ears  of  age. 

School  closure  was  deemed  necessary  in  the  following 
instances. 

Particulars  as  to  the  schools  closed  on  account  of  the 
epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  j^ear  ended  31st  December, 
1913 


School. 

Oldbury  Road  Infants 
Corbet  Street  Infants 
Bearwood  Road  Infants 
Central  Infants 
Waterloo  Road  Infants 
Old  Church 
Holy  I'rinity  Infants 
Brasshouse  Lane  Infants 


Date  closed. 
...21st  Feb., 

...  4th  Mar., 

...  4th  Apl., 

...  8th  Apl., 

...  8th  Apl., 
...ICth  Apl., 
...2uthApl., 

...  7th  May, 


Date  re-opened. 
Mar.,  1913 
..31st  Mar.,  „ 

..  5th  May,  „ 

..  5th  May,  „ 

..  5th  May,  „ 
..19th  May,  ,, 
..2()th  May,  ,, 

..  2nd  June,  „ 


i9i; 


.31st 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Sixteen  deaths  have  been  registered  this  year  from 
Whooping  Cough,  against  24  in  1912,  12  in  1911,  19  in  1910, 
20  in  1909,  28  in  1908,  15  in  1907,  30  in  1900,  28  in  1905,  11 
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in  1904,  16  in  1903,  13  in  1902,  21  in  1901,  8  in  1900,  and 
4  in  1899. 

Particulars  as  to  the  age  periods  at  death  are  furnished  in 
Table  III.  at  the  end  of  my  report. 


INFLUENZA. 

Two  deaths  have  been  registered  this  year  from  Influenza, 
against  4  in  1912,  8  in  1911,  7  in  1910,  10  in  1909,  14  in  1908, 
12  in  1907,  11  in  1906,  6  in  1905,  5  in  1904,  none  in  1903,  4  in 
1902,  5  in  1901,  and  14  in  1900. 


INQUESTS. 

The  District  Registrar’s  returns  show  that  57  inquests  have 
been  held  on  persons  belonging  to  the  district. 

The  verdicts  returned  were  :  —  Natural  causes,  22  ;  acci¬ 
dents,  11  ;  burns,  5  ;  overlying,  6  ;  suicide,  10  ;  alcoholism,  1 ; 
injury  during  birth,  1  ;  cause  unknown,  1. 


AGES. 

M 

F 

Total. 

Under  1  year  ... 

. 

8 

4 

12 

1  year  and  under 

5 

2 

3 

5 

5  »>  ») 

15 

5 

1 

6 

n  >> 

25  ... 

1 

2 

3 

or, 

99  99 

65  ... 

18 

5 

23 

65  and  upwards 

. 

6 

2 

8 

'I’otal 

. 

40 

17 

57 
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BATHS. 

The  number  of  bathers  attending  the  baths  in  the  year 
ending  March,  1913,  was  -10,291. 

By  permission  of  the  Education  Committee  21,020  school 
children,  i.e.,  15,903  boys  and  5,003  girls  attended  the  baths 
during  school  hours,  fewer  than  attended  last  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  bathers  for  the 
past  twenty-five  years. 


1888—1889 
1889  —  1890 

1890— 1891 

1891— 1892 

1892— 1893 

1893— 1894 

1894— 1895 

1895— 1896 

1896  1897 

1897— 1898 

1898— 1899 

1899— 1900 

1900— 1901 

1901— 1902 

1902— 1903 

1903— 1904 
1901—1905 

1905— 1906 

1906— 1907 

1907— 1908 

1908— 1909 

1909— 1910 

1910— 1911 

1911— 1912 

1912— 1913 


No.  of  Bathers. 
16,874 
23,235 
18,140 
19,105 
19,342 
23,813 
22,358 
28,153 
26,672 
28,170 
32,752 
27,000 
29,700 
30,113 
20,031 
25,530 
31,626 
44,068 
45,720 
38,453 
43,013 
43,903 
45,553 
51,058 
45,291 


779,983 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works 
Company  has  maintained  its  character  for  purity,  and  has 
been  sufficient  and  constant,  with  the  exception  of  temporary 
interruption  of  the  supply  owing  to  a  few  local  accidental 
breakages  in  the  mains.  One  of  the  most  important  means 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  health  of  the  Borough  has  no  doubt 
been  the  exceptionally  excellent  quality  of  the  water. 

Mr.  Davies,  the  collector,  informs  me  that  the  number  of 
houses  connected  during  the  year  was  -fO,  and  the  houses  cut 
off  numbered  0,  making  a  net  increase  of  34. 

The  total  number  of  houses  supplied  on  31st  December 
was  1,5,604. 


INSPECTION  OF  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES,  LIVE 
ANIMALS  AND  CARCASES. 

During  the  period  under  notice  special  and  systematic 
attention  has  continued  to  be  given  to  the  above  important 
public  work.  There  are  23  private  slaughter  houses,  and  2  of 
them  became  temporarily  disused. 

It  is  necessary  to  make  almost  daily  visits  to  ensure 
efficient  inspection  of  live  animals  and  carcases,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  report  that  every  effort  is  made  by  the  inspectors 
to  carry  this  out  in  a  thorough  manner.  The  butchers  have 
afforded  every  facility  to  the  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their 
duties,  and  arc  always  ready  to  give  any  information  that  may 
be  required  of  them. 

As  it  is  important  to  be  present  during  the  process  of 
slaughtering  the  Inspectors’  visits  are  arranged  accordingly. 

With  regard  to  the  state  of  the  slaughter  houses  I  am  able 
to  report  that  they  have  been  satisfactorily  kept,  and  that  the 
Bye-laws,  with  which  each  is  furnished,  have  been  well 
observed.  There  are  two  which  require  structural  alterations 
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to  improve  their  condition,  and  I  hope  shortly  to  have  these 
carried  out. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  slaughter  houses  was 
1,893,  as  compared  with  1,3G7  the  previous  year,  and  the 
following  table  shews  the  number  of  animals  inspected  before 
slaughter,  the  number  inspected  during  slaughter,  and  those 
inspected  after  slaughter. 


Live  animals  and  carcases 

examined 

during  the 

=5,910. 

Before  Slaughter.  During 

Slaughter. 

After  Slaughter. 

Oxen 

102 

2fi 

398 

Cows 

1 

— 

13 

Calves 

13 

7 

88 

Sheep 

113 

1.30 

1,128 

Pigs 

79 

82 

3,73G 

308 

215 

53G3 

The  following  additional  statement  indicates  the  diseased 
and  unwholesome  carcases  or  organs  met  with— all  of  which 
was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed  : — 


Description. 

Disease. 

Weight  in  lbs 

Carcases. 

1  Ox 

•  •  • 

Generalized  Tuberculosis 

•  •  ♦ 

434 

2  Cows 

•  •  • 

»)  n 

•  »  • 

1215 

4  Pigs 

•  •  • 

»  yy 

•  •  • 

703 

1  Pig 

•  •  • 

Suffocation 

•  •• 

280 

2  Sheep 

•  •  • 

,, 

... 

102 

1  M 

... 

Sheep  Rot 

40 

Various  Parts 

OR 

Organs. 

5  Oxen 

•  •• 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

183 

169  Pigs 

• .  • 

yy  yy 

28891 

5  Oxen 

... 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

75 

3  „ 

Abscesses 

17 

1  Pig 

•  •  • 

yy 

..w 

9 

4  Oxen 

.  . 

Parasitic  Diseases 

... 

38 

6  Pigs 

... 

yy  yy 

... 

59 

37  Sheep 

... 

if  if  ••• 

... 

103 

1  Ox 

Actinomycosis  ... 

... 

12 
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Description. 
Various  Parts  or 

Disease. 

Organs. 

Weight  in  lbs. 

1  „ 

Dropsical 

.  . 

6 

2  Sheep  ... 

M  ... 

.  .  . 

10 

2  Oxen  ... 

Inflammation 

88 

2  Pigs  ... 

22 

1  Ox 

Gall  Stones 

5 

1  Sheep  ... 

Bruised  in  transit 

77 

3  Oxen 

Tumours  ... 

45 

2  Oxen  ... 

Decomposition  ... 

231 

1  Pig 

5)  ... 

18 

2  Sheep  ... 

•••  ... 

Total  Weight 

91 

...  0545 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  registered  number  of  persons  engaged  in  these  trades 
was  294,  as  against  207  the  foregoing  year,  being  an  increase 
of  27  additional  persons  registered  during  the  year.  Fourteen 
persons  were-deleted  from  the  register  in  consequence  of  having 
discontinued  the  sale  of  milk. 

'I'he  number  of  the  registered  cowsheds  is  7.  These 
premises  are  periodically  inspected,  the  visits  numbering  367. 
There  were  10  defects  found  in  connection  with  milkshop 
premises,  such  as  insanitary  pavements,  defective  sink,  and 
unwholesome  premises,  and  notices  were  served  and  the  defects 
remedied. 

Attention  has  been  given  to  the  importance  of  cleanliness, 
ventilation,  the  protection  of  the  milk  from  dust,  and  where 
necessary  muslin  covers  are  always  suggested  for  milk  vessels. 
An  improvement  has  been  found  in  the  manner  of  storing  the 
milk  apart  from  unsuitable  commodities,  such  as  lamp-oil  and 
other  undesirable  articles. 

.  The  importance  of  scrupulous  cleanliness  is  constantly 
being  brought  to  the  notice  of  milk  vendors,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that  there  appears  to  be  a  desire  to  carry  out  the 
advice  given, 
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DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES  IN  CONSEQUENCE 
OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  was  a  very  large  increase  in  the  number  of  prem¬ 
ises  disinfected,  partly  owing  to  the  greater  prevalence  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  partly  to  the  disinfection  of  rooms  occupied 
by  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  (570  dwelling  houses  or  parts  thereof  were 
disinfected,  as  against  394  the  previous  year.  These  rooms 
were  stripped,  limewashed,  cleansed,  and  in  each  case  bedding 
and  other  articles  disinfected  in  the  steam  disinfector. 

In  infectious  cases  disinfectants  are  supplied  free. 

The  infants’  departments  of  the  following  schools  were 
disinfected  in  consequence  of  Measles : — 

Bearwood  road 
Waterloo  road 
Central 
Old  Church 
Oldbury  road 
Corbett  street 
Brasshouse  lane 
Holy  Trinity 

and  the  whole  of  Waterloo  road  schools  were  disinfected 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever. 


INSPECTION  OF  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS, 
GREENGROCERS’  PREMISES,  &c. 

During  the  year  588  visits  were  paid  to  meat  and  food 
shops,  as  against  340  the  previous  year,  being  an  increase  of 
240  visits. 

There  were  discovered  by  the  Inspectors  221  lbs.  of  fruit, 
209  lbs.  of  tomatoes,  and  .3  tons  of  potatoes  which  were 
unsound,  and  in  consequence  the  owners  made  voluntary 
surrender. 
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It  was  found  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  in  regard 
to  16  lbs.  of  mushrooms  which  were  exposed  for  sale  and 
unfit  for  the  food  of  man.  The  vendor,  who  had  previously 
been  cautioned  for  neglect  in  this  direction,  was  fined  10/- 
and  costs,  or  £2  Os.  Cd.  in  all. 


CONVERSION  OF  PRIVIES  TO  WATER 
CLOSETS. 

Much  thoughtful  attention  has  been  bestowed  on  the 
important  work  of  substituting  water  closets  and  galvanized 
iron  bins  in  place  of  the  insanitary  privies  and  middens,  and 
the  well  directed  efforts  that  have  been  continually  made  to 
abolish  them  will  soon  be  brought  to  a  successful  Issue,  and 
cannot  fail  to  have  permanent  beneficial  results. 

The  approximate  number  of  water  closets,  including  waste 
water  closets,  is  14,559,  and  the  number  of  privies  existing  at 
the  close  of  the  year  was  144.  There  are  no  privies  with 
movable  receptacles. 

The  following  tabular  record  will  be  read  with  interest : — 


W.C.’s 

Privies 

Middens 

Houses 

Substituted. 

Abolished. 

Abolished. 

in  Con¬ 
nection. 

1896 

140 

140 

126 

151 

1897 

226 

226 

175 

240 

1898 

401 

395 

276 

434 

1899 

509 

500 

340 

569 

1900 

645 

621 

394 

707 

1901 

585 

585 

382 

613 

1902 

409 

409 

229 

433 

1903 

349 

341 

220 

367 

1904 

310 

304 

199 

317 

1905 

333 

330 

219 

308 

1906 

285 

280 

208 

287 

1907 

256 

254 

152 

259 
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W.C.’s 

Privies 

Middens 

Houses 

Substituted. 

Abolished. 

Abolished. 

in  Con¬ 
nection. 

1908 

246 

243 

100 

255 

1909 

210 

210 

155 

229 

1910 

211 

210 

143 

249 

1911 

104 

101 

118 

170 

1912 

107 

lOy 

122 

180 

1913 

210 

210 

105 

223 

Totals  .  n,rtr)0 

5,051 

3,783 

0,003 

STREAMS  WITHIN  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  brook  courses  which  pass  through  the  Borough  are 
free  from  any  polution.  They  are  cleansed  periodically. 


The  Character  and  Sufficiency  of  the 
System  of  Drainage,  Sewerage,  and 
Sewage  Disposal. 

Drainage. — All  premises  are  provided  with  efficient 
covered  drains.  The  drains  are  connected  with  the  public  sewer. 

Sewerage. — The  Borough  is  provided  with  an  efficient 
system  of  sewers,  and  the  outfall  works  are  several  miles  away 
— being  under  the  management  of  the  Birmingham  Tame  and 
Rea  District  Drainage  Board,  of  which  this  Borough  is  one  of 
the  constituent  authorities. 

Sewage  Disposal. — .4s  stated  in  the  previous  paragraph, 
the  sewage  is  dealt  with  at  the  Sewage  Farm  under  the 
Birmingham  Tame  and  Rea  District  Drainage  Board.  I'lie 
system  is  most  efficient,  and  affords  ample  provision  for  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  sewage  of  the  Borough, 
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THE  Conditions  of  the  Milk  Supply  produced 
OR  Sold  in  the  Borougpi. 

A  large  proportion  of  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  brought 
in  from  farms  in  the  country.  Constant  and  careful  super¬ 
vision  is  necessary  to  ensure  cleanliness,  both  in  the  cowsheds 
and  in  shop  premises  where  it  is  sold.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  stringent  measures  ought  to  be  universally  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  production  and  storage  of  milk. 


THE  Wholesomeness  of  Foods  produced 
OR  Sold  in  the  Borough. 

Food  shops  are  systematically  visited  and  supplies  and 
storage  examined.  It  is  found  that  the  vvholesomeness  of 
the  general  food  supply  continues  good. 


THE  REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  health  and  comfort  of  householders  depend  in  no 
small  degree  on  the  manner  of  dealing  with  the  domestic 
refuse  that  accumulates  at  each  respective  dwelling.  The 
Borough  is  divided  into  sections  for  this  purpose,  and  the 
refuse  is  regularly  removed  in  covered  wagons  to  the  Rolfe 
Street  Depot,  and  there  burnt  in  the  destructor. 

During  the  hot  summer  months  of  August  and  September 
the  frequency  of  removal  was  accelerated,  in  certain  parts,  to 
twice  or  three  times  per  week. 

During  the  year  the  loads  removed  were  12,504,  weighing 
14,750  tons — the  average  weight  per  wagon  load  being  1  ton 
3  cwt.  2  qrs. 

The  removal  of  night-soil  is  infinitesimal. 
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.  COMPLAINT  REGISTER. 

There  were  27;")  complaints  registeied,  as  compared  with 
221)  the  previous  year,  which  are  apportioned  as  follows:  — 

208  related  to  various  nuisances. 

.jS  related  to  defective  water  fittings,  and  were 
referred  to  the  Water  Companv. 

21)  related  to  sewers  and  street  gullies,  and  were 
referred  to  the  Surveyor. 


HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &c.,  ACT,  1909. 


HOUSING  INSPECTION. 

The  inspection  of  houses  continues  to  form  an  important 
part  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department.  During  the  j^ear 
409  were  inspected,  and  their  sanitary  condition  was  separately 
recorded  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  Regulations  of  1910, 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  All  the  inspections 
were  made  under  Section  17  of  the  Act,  and  the  defects  found 
numbered  1,959.  The  number  of  notices  served  in  respect  of 
these  defects  was  498,  and  a  large  majority  of  them  at  the 
close  of  the  year  had  been  remedied — those  remaining  over 
were  in  progress  of  being  dealt  with  at  that  period.  Fourteen 
houses  were  represented  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  in  connection  with  these  4  closing  orders  were  made,  and 
in  the  other  ten  houses — 4  of  which  were  already  void — clos¬ 
ing  orders  were  not  made,  as  arrangements  were  arrived  at  by 
which  the  owners  promised  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work 
and  make  them  fit. 

With  regard  to  the  closing  orders  made  1  house  was 
demolished,  3  were  made  fit,  and  the  remaining  1  is  closed, 
with  a  view  to  its  demolition.  These  houses  were  situate  in 
Cross  street,  Molliett  street,  and  Vittoria  street. 

The  whole  of  these  409  inspected  houses  were  situate  in 
the  following  streets  ; — 
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Cross  street 
Hill  street 
Brasshouse  lane 
New  street 
Bridge  street 
King  street 
Ada  road 
Cranford  street 
Vittoria  street 
Wills  street 


Hill  row 
Foundry  lane 
Soho  street 
Windmill  lane 
Moilliett  street 
Sloe  lane 
Milton  terrace 
Alma  street 
Sharron  grove 


The  defects  met  with  in  the  course  of  inspection  of  these 
houses  are  tabulated  under  the  following  headings  : — 


Dirty  Premises  ...  ...  ...  279 

Roofs,  spoutings,  gutterings  defective  ...  205 

Yard  and  W.C.  drains  blocked  ...  ...  24 

Yard  surfaces  defective  ...  ...  ...  206 

Defective  sinks  and  slopstone  waste  pijres  ...  170 

Accumulation  of  offensive  matter  ...  ...  24 

Floors,  walls,  etc.,  defective  ...  ...  265 

W.C.’s  without  proper  flushing  arrangements  ...  34 

Ashbins  and  ashplaces  defective  ...  ...  282 

Water  closets  defective  ...  ...  ...  57 

Waste  water  closets  defective  ...  ...  15 

Insufficient  lighting  and  ventilation  ...  ...  194 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  .  3 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  25 

Water  fittings  defective  ...  ...  ...  27 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  ...  ...  25 

Dangerous  places  ...  ...  ...  17 

Insufficient  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  57 

Waste  pipes  directly  connected  ...  ...  2 

Insufficient  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Dampness  ...  ...  ..  ...  15 

Referred  to  surveyor  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  defects  found  ...  ...  1,959 


Particulars  of  204  houses  specially  dealt  with  under  the 
Act  during  the  year  191.3,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
inspections  and  sanitary  improvements  effected  reflect  a 
thoroughness  in  every  detail. 
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82  to  87,  Cross  street,  1  to  11  behind  (17  houses). 

Additional  closet  accommodation.  Water  supply  put 
into  washhouses.  New  sinks  in  washhouses.  General  repairs 
and  cleansing. 

89  to  91,  Cross  street  and  1  to  '),  Vine  place  (8  houses). 

Fronts  of  three  disused  and  dilapidated  shops  taken  out. 
New  sash  windows  and  new  doors  put  in,  and  fire  places  added, 
to  make  the  useless  front  places  into  habitable  rooms.  Addi¬ 
tional  drain  inlets  provided.  Washhouses  repaired.  Paving 
relaid.  Defective  windows  repaired.  General  repairs. 

• 

9,  10,  and  11,  Brasshouse  Lane,  1  behind,  and  1  to  7,  Victoria 
square  (11  houses). 

New  sinks  in  washhouses.  Additional  drain  inlets  pro¬ 
vided.  Two  sink  wastes  disconnected  from  sewer.  Dilapidated 
disused  and  dangerous  structures  demolished.  Food  pantries 
ventilated.  Dust  bins  provided  and  covered  receptacles  for 
same  erected.  General  repairs  and  cleansing. 

12  to  15,  Brasshouse  lane  (4  houses). 

All  walls,  back  and  front,  pointed.  Washhouses  rebuilt. 
Yard  paving  repaired.  Disused  obstructive  outbuildings 
demolished.  Dust  bins  provided  and  covered  receptacles 
erected.  Additional  drain  inlets  provided.  New  windows 
inserted.  General  repairs  and  cleansing. 

6  to  11,  Bridge  street,  (i  houses  at  back,  and  13  to  26,  Bridge 
street  square  (26  houses). 

These  blocks  of  houses  are  under  notice,  but  owing  to 
certain  complications  arising  between  the  trustees  the  work 
has  not  yet  been  commenced.  Arrangements  have  now  how¬ 
ever  been  made,  and  the  repairs,  which  will  be  got  in  hand 
during  the  next  few  weeks,  will  include : — 

Repair  of  twelve  latrines,  with  possible  conversion  (volun¬ 
tary)  to  water  closets.  Through  ventilation  of  back  bedrooms 
of  every  house.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  paving  to  be 
taken  up  and  relaid.  Ashpits  to  be  demolished  and  bins 
provided.  New  sinks  and  drains  to  each  house.  Water 
supply  in  each  house.  General  repairs  and  cleansing. 

1  to  3,  Marble  Arch  (3  houses). 

These  houses  have  been  temporarily  closed  and  the  tenants 
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given  notice  in  order  that  extensive  repairs  may  be  carried  out. 
These  repairs,  which  are  to  be  got  in  hand  at  once,  include 
the  following : — 

Damp  proof  course  to  be  inserted  throughout  the  whole 
brickwork  structure.  Food  pantries  to  be  provided.  New 
eavesgutters  and  repairs  to  roofs.  Dirty  dilapidated  w.c.’s  to 
be  repaired  and  cleansed.  Additional  drain  inlets.  Yard  sur¬ 
face  re-paved.  General  repairs  and  cleansing. 

King  street  (40  houses). 

Forty  houses  (out  of  a  total  of  51^  were  inspected  in  this 
street  last  year.  The  remainder  have  been  inspected  this  year. 
It  may  be  found  necessary  to  deal  drastically  with  this  street, 
but  any  measures  taken  will  be  reported  upon  next  year. 

75  to  82,  Oldbury  road  and  two  behind,  1  and  2  and  two  behind 
Station  road  (14  houses). 

This  property  was  commented  on  last  year,  but  it  is 
regrettable  to  have  to  report  that  the  repairs  which  have  been 
proceeding  very  slowly  for  over  twelve  months  are  not  yet 
completed.  The  owner,  however,  has  promised  to  expedite 
the  work,  and  it  is  to  be  finished  by  Easter. 

53  to  64,  Grove  lane  (12  houses). 

Water  supplied  to  each  house.  Bedroom  ventilated. 
Roof  and  gutter  repaired.  Entire  yard  paved,  and  ashbins 
provided. 

37  to  42  Grove  lane  and  back  houses  (16  houses). 

Water  supply  to  each  house,  sinks  and  additional  drain 
inlets  provided,  ventilation  of  bedrooms,  yard  paved  through¬ 
out,  ashbins  provided,  and  general  repairs. 

28  and  back  Grove  lane  (7  houses). 

Sinks  provided  to  each  house,  additional  drain  inlets, 
ventilation  of  bedrooms,  ashbins  and  general  repairs. 

5  to  8  and  back  Vittoria  street  (8  houses). 

Additional  water  closets  provided,  ashbins  and  general 
repairs. 

1  to  20,  Hill  row  (21  houses). 

Sinks  to  each  house,  ventilation  of  bedrooms,  ashbins. 
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general  repairs,  all  yard  surfaces  repaired,  abolition  of  open 
drainage,  and  additional  drain  inlets  in  yard. 


The  following  table  shows  at  a  glance  the  fourteen  houses 
that  were  represented  as  unfit  during  the  year,  and  the  action 
taken  : — 


Houses  and  Localities. 

20  to  21  Reynolds  st.,... 
and  10  to  17  back 

11,  Cross  street 


Back  of  43,  Cross  st.  ... 
2,  Moilliett  street 
73,  Vittoria  street 


Action  Taken  and  Result. 

Closing  orders  held  in  abeyance,  as 
owners  promised  to  do  all  the  re¬ 
quired  necessar)  repairs. 

Closing  order  served.  House  put  in 
a  thorough  state  of  repair  and 
made  into  a  through  house. 

Closing  order  served.  House  demol¬ 
ished. 

Closing  order  served.  House  put  in 
a  thorough  state  of  repair. 

Closing  order  served.  House  to  be 
demolished. 


Three  houses  back  of... 
Grove  lane 


Closed  voluntarily  by  owners. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  number  of  workshops,  workplaces,  and  factories  on 
the  Register  is  11)3. 

These  are  regularly  inspected,  and  their  sanitary  condi¬ 
tions  observed,  and  any  defects  met  with  are  dealt  with  accord- 
ingly.  The  usual  notices  of  occupation  of  fresh  workshops 
received  from  the  Inspectors  of  Factories  was  14,  as  against  16 
in  the  previous  year.  Thirteen  notices  respecting  sanitary 
defects  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector,  as  compared  with 
1)  the  foregoing  year. 

The  visits  paid  to  workshops  and  factories  numbered  210, 
and  the  visits  to  outworkers’  premises  numbered  111.  In  two 
instances  it  was  found  that  occupiers  had  omitted  to  exhibit 
the  “  Abstract  of  the  Act,”  and  these  were  accordingly 
reported  to  the  Inspector  of  Factories. 


Annual  Rkport  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1918,  for  the  County  Borough  of  Smethwick,  on  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  OF  THE  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries, 
Workplaces,  and  Homework. 
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The  standard  of  sufficiency  &  suitability  of  sanitary  accommodation  is  :  For  Males,  1  Closet  for  every  25  up  to  100  ;  1  for  every  40  up  to  500 ; 

1  for  every  60.  For  Females,  1  for  every  25. 
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REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS.  5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 
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THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 
AND  MARGARINE  ACT. 

There  were  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst  285  samples, 
as  compared  with  225  samples  the  previous  year,  being  an  in¬ 
crease  of  GO.  Twelve  samples  were  certified  as  not  genuine,  as 
compared  with  32  in  the  foregoing  year.  The  gross  percent¬ 
age  of  articles  returned  as  not  genuine  was  as  against 

11’2'f  in  the  previous  year.  It  is  noteworthy  that  all  the 
samples,  except  one  of  coffee,  returned  as  not  genuine  were 
milk.  There  were  two  prosecutions  during  the  year,  both  in 
relation  to  milk,  and  convictions  were  secured  in  each  case. 
In  the  remaining  instances  the  vendors  were  cautioned. 

In  the  two  following  tables  will  be  found  a  list  of  the 
various  articles  examined,  and  the  results  of  the  prosecutions  : 


Total 

Samples 

101 

Genuine 

90 

Not 

Genuine 

11 

131 

131 

11 

11 

10 

10 

TABLE  I. 

Articles  Submitted  for  Analysis  during  the  Year  1913. 


Article 

Milk 
Butter 
Lard 

White  Pepper 
Coffee 
Mustard  ... 

Cayenne  Pepper 
Citric  Acid 
Tartaric  Acid 
Paregoric  Substitute 
Whiskey  ... 

Cream 

Rice 

Olive  Oil 

Self-Raising  Flour 
Ground  Ginger  ... 
Camphorated  Oil 
Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre 
Tincture  of  Rhubarb 


4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 


285 


3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 


273 


Totals 


12 
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TABLE  II. 

Prosecutions  and  Results  during  1913. 

Charges  Fines  Costs  Totals. 

^  s.  d.  £  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

1.  Selling  Adulterated  Milk  0  10  0  ...  0  19  0  ...  1  9  0 

2  Selling  Adulterated  Milk  0  10  0  ...  0  19  0  ...  1  9  0 


Total  ...  1  0  0  ...  1  18  0  ..  2  18  0 


ANNUAL  REPORT  UNDER  THE  CANAL  BOATS 
ACTS,  1877-1884,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1913. 

1.  The  Number  of  Bo.ats  Inspected,  &c.— The  inspec¬ 
tion  of  boats  during  the  year  under  notice  numbered  331,  as 
compared  with  422  for  the  foregoing  year,  and  385,  349,  and 
283  in  the  years  1911,  1910,  and  1909  respectively.  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  the  decrease  of  inspections  recorded  is  princi¬ 
pally  due  to  the  falling  off  in  the  trade  traffic  met  with  on  the 
canal  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Also  although  as 
many  visits  were  paid  to  the  canal  for  the  purpose  of  inspec¬ 
tion,  it  was  found  on  many  occasions  that  there  were  no  boats 
available  for  inspection. 

Commenting  on  the  condition  of  the  boats,  I  have  to 
report  that  there  were  17  boats  found  contravening  the  Acts 
and  Regulations  with  28  infringements  in  this  particular,  as 
against  15  boats  with  17  infringements  the  previous  year,  and 
7  boats  with  8  infringements  in  tiie  year  1911;  the  percentage 
of  infringements  under  this  head  being  8‘4°/<>,  4.0°/’,  and  2‘lf  for 
these  respective  periods. 

In  reference  to  the  occupants  only  1  case  of  overcrowding 
was  met  with,  as  compared  with  I  the  previous  year,  and  none 
in  1911.  There  were  no  contraventions  as  regards  Infectious 
Diseases,  separation  of  the  sexes,  &c. 

2.  Infringements  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations. — The 
total  infringements  numbered  29,  as  compared  with  19  in  the 
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foregoing  year,  anJ  S  in  the  year  1011  ;  showing  percentages 
of  ■I'O'jt,  and  for  these  respective  periods. 

The  infringements  are  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Registration 

(b)  Notification  of  change  of  Master 

(c)  Certificates 

(d)  Marking  ... 

(e)  Overcrowding 

(f)  Separation  of  sexes 

(g)  Cleanliness 

(h)  Ventilation 

(i)  Painting  ... 

(j)  Provision  of  water-cask... 

(k)  Removal  of  bilge  water  .. 

(l)  Notification  of  infectious  disease 

(m)  Admittance  of  Inspector 

(n)  State  of  repairs 

.3.  Legal  Proceedings,  &c.. —  It  was  not  necessary  to 
take  any  legal  proceedings. 

■4.  Steps  taken  to  secure  Compliance  with  Acts  and 
Regulations. — Printed  forms  are  served  on  the  owners  speci¬ 
fying  the  infringements,  and  allowing  a  number  of  days  in 
which  to  remedy.  This  notice  must  be  returned  within  tlie 
said  number  of  days,  signed  by  an  Inspector,  certifying  that 
the  matter  complained  of  has  been  remedied.  Failing  this, 
proceedings  could  be  taken.  During  the  year  under  review  all 
such  notices  sent  out  have  in  every  instance  been  returned 
stating  that  the  infringements  have  been  remedied. 

5.  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  dealt  with.  —  None 
occurred. 

G.  Detention  of  Boats  for  Cleansing. — Not  necessary. 

7  and  8.  The  Number  of  Boats  on  the  Register,  &c. 
— This  Authority  is  not  a  Registration  Authority. 

(Signed),  J.  FYLES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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A  SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  DONE  IN 
THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning 

Visits 

paid. 

409 

Defects 

found. 

1959 

On  complaint 

597 

562 

Miscellaneous 

426 

25 

Infectious  diseases 

719 

178 

Phthisis 

836 

32 

Slaughterhouses 

1893 

3 

Meat  and  Food  Shops 

588 

•  •  •  .  .  • 

Factories  and  Workshops 

161 

11 

Outworkers 

111 

•  •  •  •  ■  • 

Bakehouses 

116 

6 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

346 

10 

Ice  Cream  Shops 

7 

•  .  . 

Cowsheds 

81 

•  •  •  .  .  • 

Offensives  Trades 

4 

.  •  •  •  •  • 

Pigstyes 

118 

69 

Canal  Boats  ... 

331 

29 

Visits  to  work  in  progress 

2347 

... 

Drains  tested 

32 

2 

Smoke  observations  ... 

81 

44 

Re-inspections  of  work  in  progress  ... 

2042 

Totals 

11195 

2930 

In  connection  with  the  above  defects  there  were  sent  out 
from  the  department  1936  sanitary  notices  and  1230  letters, 
sub-divided  as  follows  : — 


Preliminary  Notices  ... 
Intermediate  Notices  ... 
Statutory  Notices 
Letters 


1060 

140 

736 

1230 


At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  some  defects  necessarily 
outstanding  and  in  progress  of  being  dealt  with,  but  the  majority 
were  already  remedied. 
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HEALTH  VISITOR’S  REPORT. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report. 
During  the  year  I  have  paid  the  following  visits  : — 


First  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1173 

Re-visits  .  919 

Death  Investigations  ...  ...  101 

Consumptives  ...  ...  ...  263 

Midwives  ...  ...  .  47 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  33 


2536 


A  tabulated  statement  appears  below. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  only  one  tenth  of  the  babies 
are  bottle  fed.  The  mothers  are  always  anxious  to  suckle  their 
children,  and  are  very  disappointed  when  for  any  reason  they 
fail  to  do  so.  Among  the  artificially  fed  infants  many  are  suckled 
for  a  few  weeks,  which  is  an  advantage  to  them  Most  of  the 
babies  are  fed  on  cows’  milk,  or  Nestle’s  milk,  only  a  small  pro¬ 
portion  having  proprietary  foods.  Unfortunately  many  mothers 
think  the  babies  require  something  solid,  and  so  give  them  bread, 
biscuits,  etc.,  at  far  too  early  an  age.  Apart  from  this  there  is 
very  little  unsuitable  feeding  of  small  infants. 

Long-tube  bottles  are  gradually  falling  into  disrepute, 
though  very  slowly,  for  in  the  eyes  of  the  mother  they  have  two 
great  advantages,  first  that  they  can  be  put  in  the  cradle  for  the 
baby  to  suck  at  his  leisure,  and  second,  that  the  baby  cannot 
throw  them  out  of  the  cradle,  a  complaint  often  heard  about  the 
tubeless  bottles. 

The  number  of  mothers  industrially  employed  is  not  large. 
They  are  mostly  young  mothers  who  have  one  or  two  children. 
In  many  instances  they  live  with  their  own  mothers  who  care  for 
the  babies  during  the  day,  and  often  the  mother  lives  so  near  her 
work  that  she  is  able  to  come  home  to  her  meals  and  suckle  her 
baby.  As  a  rule  the  infants  are  well  looked  after,  often  better 
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than  they  would  be  by  their  own  mothers,  who  are  usually  very- 
young  and  quite  inexperienced.  I  have  found  some  cases  where 
the  mother  has  only  returned  to  work  after  having  lost  her  milk, 
and  some  others  where  the  mothers  have  found  it  more  profitable 
to  stay  at  home  and  look  after  the  children  than  go  out  to  work. 

With  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  homes,  a  very  large 
number  come  under  the  term  “  fair.”  They  cannot  be  called 
clean,  yet  it  would  be  unjust  to  call  them  dirty,  as  the  mothers 
are  always  “  doing,”  yet  never  have  anything  to  show  for  their 
work,  owing  to  bad  management..  This  bad  management  is  also 
the  cause  of  much  poverty,  the  spending  of  money  (a  matter 
left  almost  exclusively  to  the  women)  being  as  important  as  the 
earning  of  it.  The  result  of  this  is  seen  in  a  large  number  of  the 
children  who  are  improperly  fed  because  the  mothers  do  not 
know  how  to  cook,  and  insufficiently  clad  because  they  cannot 
sew.  And  it  is  not  always  their  fault,  they  have  very  few  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  becoming  domesticated.  Industrial  life  claims  them 
as  soon  as  they  leave  school,  and  they  often  work  very  long  hours. 
When  they  marry  and  undertake  the  responsibilities  of  a  home 
they  know  almost  nothing  of  house-keeping,  prices,  cooking,  and 
the  many  things  it  is  essential  to  know  in  order  to  be  a  “  good 
manager  ”  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  steps  now  being  taken  to 
teach  school  girls  domestic  economy  will  help  to  mend  this 
regrettable  state  of  things. 

The  number  of  people  who  still  sleep  with  windows  shut  is 
deplorable,  and  it  is  difficult  to  persuade  them  to  do  otherwise. 
In  some  of  the  old  houses  the  windows  open  only  at  the  bottom 
and  many  of  the  new  houses  have  casement  windows.  For  both 
these  reasons  people  will  not  have  them  open.  Casement  win¬ 
dows  are  generally  disliked  by  the  women,  as  being  both  incon¬ 
venient  and  uncomfortable. 

That  people  are,  however,  gradually  learning  the  value  of 
fresh  air,  is  shown  by  the  number  of  babies  who  are  put  out  in 
the  garden  to  sleep  during  the  day. 

The  dummy  or  comforter,  is  so  firmly  rooted  in  the  mothers’ 
affections,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  figures,  that  it  will  take  many 
years  of  teaching  for  them  to  realise  the  harm  that  comes  from 
this  objectionable  practise. 
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Once  a  week  I  conduct  a  “  Mothers’  Welcome,”  with  the 
help  of  a  few  local  friends.  At  these  meetings  talks  upon  the 
general  care  and  management  of  children  are  given,  and  the 
babies  are  weighed,  the  mothers  taking  great  interest  in  this. 
Forty  has  been  the  average  attendance  during  the  year.  Through 
this  “  Welcome  ”  as  well  as  in  my  domiciliary  visits,  I  endeavour 
to  instruct  in  good  feeding  and  general  hygiene.  Any  insanitary 
conditions  are  at  once  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

E.  S.  DANIELS. 


MIDWIVES’  ACT. 

The  total  number  of  midwives  who  have  notified  their  inten¬ 
tion  to  practice  in  Smethwick  is  37.  Of  these  28  reside  in 
Smethwick,  the  remaining  9  being  in  Birmingham  and  Oldbury 
districts.  The  latter  do  not  have  very  many  cases  in  this  town, 
the  cases  being  usually  people  who  have  recently  come  to  live  in 
Smethwick,  and  who  like  to  keep  to  the  midwife  they  have  had 
before. 

Of  the  28  midwives  who  come  under  my  inspection,  several 
of  them  do  practically  no  work  at  all.  The  bulk  of  the  work  is 
done  by  about  14,  the  rest  taking  an  odd  case  here  and  there. 
Two  of  them  have  only  had  one  case  each  th's  year. 

One  midwife  was  suspended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  a  month  on  account  of  disobedience  to  orders.  She  was  also 
interviewed  by  the  Health  Committee,  and  promised  to  amend 
her  ways,  which  promise  has  been  kept.  Another  was  interviewed 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  account  of  her  equipment, 
and  has  since  much  improved. 

In  the  summer  I  gave  a  series  of  lectures  to  the  midwivts, 
which  they  seemed  to  appreciate,  and  which  I  tiust  were  helpful 
to  them.  The  attendance  was  fairly  good,  but,  as  usual,  those 
who  attended  most  regularly  were  the  best  workers. 

Dr.  Robertson  also  gave  a  lecture  to  the  midwives,  which 
was  well  attended. 
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One  trained  midwife  has  been  working  in  Smethwick  during 
tlie  i)ast  year,  but  she  will  shortly  be  leaving  the  town. 

On  the  whole  their  work  is  fairly  satisfactory.  The  bags  are 
better  kept  than  they  used  to  be,  and  I  do  not  have  to  make  so 
many  complaints  about  dirty  finger  nails. 

There  has  not  been  one  complaint  about  neglect  of  discharg¬ 
ing  eyes  this  year.  'I’hat  is  a  matter  on  which  they  are  becoming 
increasingly  careful,  and  in  many  other  ways  they  are  improving 
in  their  work.  There  are  still  one  or  two  old  ones  who  show  no 
desire  to  improve  and  who  drop  back  into  their  old  ways,  but  of 
course  it  is  very  difficult  for  people  who  are  getting  old  to  change 
the  habits  of  many  years  standing.  Generally  speaking,  however, 
there  is  an  improvement  among  them  and  a  general  desire  to 
raise  the  standard  of  their  work. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT. 

During  the  year  1913,  1938  births  were  notified  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  above  Act,  including  57 
stillbirths. 


Total  number  of  births  registered 

2052 

'I'otal  number  of  births  notified  ... 

1938 

Notified  by  midwives  ... 

1732 

Number  not  notified 

114 

The  number  of  births  not  notified  this  year  is  much  larger 
than  last  year,  when  it  was  only  48,  but  less  than  in  1911,  when 
the  number  was  181.  The  number  of  notifications,  however,  can 
never  tally  exactly  with  the  Registrar’s  figures,  asisix  weeks  are 
allowed  in  which  to  register  a  birth,  whilst,  under  this  Act,  a 
birth  has  to  be  notified  to  the  I.ocal  Authority  within  36  hours. 

Enquiry  has  been  made  into  the  circumstances  of  stillbirths, 
but  with  little  result.  Very  few  of  the  mothers  were  industrially 
employed.  Some  of  them  said  they  had  fallen  down,  which 
might  have  caused  the  death  of  the  child,  but  in  most  cases  it 
was  unaccountable.  ' 


INFANTILE  DIARRHOEA  DEATHS  DURING  1913. 
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ACTS  AND  ORDERS,  1913. 

Circular  and  memorandum  “  Institutional  Treatment  of 
Tuberculosis.” 

Extract  from  Annual  Report,  Local  Government  Board, 
“  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1911-1912.” 

Circular  re  “  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  Feeding  of  Infants,  Noti¬ 
fication  of  Births  Act,  1907.” 

Circular  re  “Treatment  of  Tuberculosis,”  7th  November, 
1918. 

Memorandum  re  Annual  Report. 

Report  on  Public  Health  and  Medical  Subjects. 
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STREET  LIST 

January 

45  Hume  street 
53  Wills  street 
79  Florence  road 
42  Trafalgar  road 
13  Unett  street 

50  Poplar  street 

•  74  Trafalgar  road 
57  Victoria  Park  road 
67  St.  George  street 
18  High  street 

1  Highbury  Avenue 

8  Sharron  grove 

61  Church  road 

62  Mafeking  road 
53  Shireland  road 
96  Ada  road 

56  Upper  grove  street 
47  Bowden  road 

119  Dibble  road 

2  Sydenham  road 
212  Montague  road 

51  Green  street 
101  Dibble  road 
165  St.  Paul’s  road 
29  Edward  road 
90  Coopers  lane 
Back  91  Arthur  street 
35  Marshall  street 

66  Roseberry  road 
44  Edith  road 

February 

66  Rosebery  road 

57  Green  street 
6  Watery  lane 
123  Cooper’s  lane 
79  Union  Street 
44  Edith  road 

27  RoseOeld  road 
29  Edward  road 
22  Edgbaston  road 
.  172  Merrivale  road 

9  Reynolds  street 

56  Upper  grove  street 

46  St.  Mary’s  road 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

21  Jubilee  avenue 
93  Trafalgar  road 
86  Unett  street 
73  Corbett  street 
69  Rosefield  road 

127  St.  Paul’s  road 
50  Corbett  street 

46  Corbett  street 

47  Bowden  road 
11  Highfield  road 
30  Durham  road 
50  Reginald  road 
53  Bishopton  road 

241  Bearwood  road 
102  Shireland  road 
122  Gilbert  road 

128  Roseheld  road 
109  Shireland  road 
78  Waterloo  road 
27  Dale  street 

91  Waterloo  road 
44  Waterloo  road 
17  Clifton  road 

242  Bearwood  road 
86  Cheshire  road 
24  Unett  street 

39  Edgbaston  road 
13  Marlborough  road 
78  Edgbaston  road 
26  Edward  road 

March 

157  Cape  hill 
4  Talbot  road 
56  Grantham  road 
1  back  100  Woodlands  street 
7  Highfield  road 
71  Ada  road 
68  Marlborough  road 
56  Gilbert  road 
67  Beakes  road 
38  Grange  road 
46  Reynolds  street 
6  Corbett  street 
46  Reginald  road 
33  Tiverton  road 


OF 
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Street  List  of  Scarlet  Fever — coniinued. 


122  Sycamore  road 
149  Rosefield  road 
43  Ethel  street 
54  Sycamore  road 
40  Shireland  road 
53  Sabell  road 
109  Shireland  road 
40  Oxford  road 
53  Salisbury  road 

37  Marlborough  road 
35  Edward  road 

89  Salisbury  road 

38  Gilbert  road 

April 

20  Merrivale  road 
15  Dawson  street 
70  Marlborough  road 
1  Lime  grove 
59  Rosefield  road 
78  Sydenham  road 
27  Durban  road 

1  Rupert  avenue 
46  Corbett  street 
166  Rabone  lane 
Park  Hotel 

4  back  100  Woodlands  street 
96  Wills  street 
208  Windmill  lane 
190  Montague  road 

36  Reginald  road 
George  Inn,  Grove  lane 
205  Windmill  lane 

25  Salisbury  road 

37  Beakes  road 
92  Beakes  road 

31  Marshall  street 
16  back  32  Cranford  street 

38  Gilbert  road 

98  Woodlands  street 

2  Edith  road 

16  Merrivale  road 
48  Exeter  road 
4  Dunsford  road 
24  Lower  Cross  street 
31  Vince  street 


27  Reginald  road 
89  Ada  road 

7  Silverton  road 
68  Gilbert  road 

Back  89  Reynolds  street 
227  Montague  road 

May 

80  St.  George  street 
92  Beakes  road 

40  Marlborough  road 
152  Waterloo  road 
227  Montague  road 

8  Laura  grove,  Brisbane  road 

39  Florence  road 

40  Durban  road 

81  Unett  street 
22  Weston  road 

19  Cross  street 
61  Rawlings  road 
52  Dibble  road 

39  Victoria  Park  road 
13  Unett  terrace 
51  Dibble  road 
30  Ballott  street 

18  Ethel  street 

20  Bertram  street 
54  Windmill  lane 
107  Corbett  street 
42  Ada  road 

19  Grange  road 
106  Corbett  street 
104  Corbett  street 
308  Stony  lane 
187  Gilbert  road 
223  Halford  lane 
106  Baldwin  street 

49  Upper  Grove  street 

20  Tiverton  road 

24  Bishopton  road 

6  back  325  Stony  lane 
199  Church  lane 
139  High  Park  road 
61  Corbett  street 

25  Reginald  road 

18  Victoria  Park  road 
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Street  List  of  Scarlet  Fever — continued. 


1  Pope  street  . 
June 

239  Halford  lane 
19  Fawdry  street 

222  Halford  lane 
31  Stony  lane 

G4  White  road 
21  Pope  street 
330  Stony  lane 
107  Corbett  street 
43  Reginald  road 
7  Rabone lane 
92  Lewisham  road 

15  Trafalgar  road 
91  Oxford  road 

26  Ballott  street 
18  Ethel  street 
37  Unett  street 
308  Stony  lane 
41  Trafalgar  road 
157  Grove  lane 
78  Milcote  road 
206  Halford  lane 
330  Stony  lane 
Bk  157  Grove  lane 
112  Montague  road 
103  Trafalgar  road 
31  Ada  road 

37  Park  hill  road 
89  Ada  road 
18  Weston  road 

27  Reginald  road 
37  Hume  street 

July 

6  Reynold  street 
83  Unett  street 

223  Halfords  lane 

33  Arden  road 
219  Halfords  lane 
196  Windmill  lane 

34  Dawson  street 

16  Marshall  street 
21  White  road 
216  Halfords  lane 


13  Dawson  street 
30  Draycott  road 
62  Baldwin  street 
19  Weston  road 
7  Silverton  road 

I  bk  19  Hume  street 
70  Suffrage  street 

38  Dale  street 

30  Draycott  street 

3  bk  22  Hume  street 
94  Montague  road 

45  Beaks  road 
5  Avery  road 

Bk  23  Reynolds  street 
266  St.  Paul's  road 
12  Bertram  road 
1 7  Parkes  street 
34  Draycott  road 
54  Rosebery  road 

19  Brisbane  road 

20  Brisbane  road 

31  Church  street 

46  Bertram  road 
94  Gladys ’road 
Surrey  works  lodge 
83  Union  street 

3  Sydenham  road 
136  Sycamore  road 
24  Lower  Cross  street 
483  Oldbury  road 
9  Mornington  road 

39  Park  hill  road 
78  Shireland  road 
134  St.  Paul’s  road 
36  Sabell  road 

19  Cambridge  road 

II  Waterloo  road 

20  Linden  road 
11  Reginald  road 
11  Exeter  road 

August 

19  Cambridge  road 
68  Linden  road 
346  Oakwood  road 
3  bk  22  Humeistreet 
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Street  List  of 

Scarlet  Fever — continued. 

405  Bearwood  road 

33  Mornington  road 

18  Marshall  street 

65  Rawlings  road 

153  Cambridge  road 

Oldbury  road 

34  Soho  street 

48  Beakes  road 

528  Bearwood  road 

20  Mallin  street 

20  Marshall  street 

14  Wilson  road 

32  Feeder  street 

48  Ethel  street 

90  Oldbury  road 

200  Merrivale  road 

92  Lightwoods  hill 

264  High  street 

29  Bampton  road 

97  Oldbury  road 

15  Bishopton  road 

37  Hume  street 

27  Linden  road 

208  Rolfe  street 

1  bk  7  Feeder  street 

32  Feeder  street 

22  Albert  street 

326  Stony  lane 

6  Ada  road 

106  Three  Shires  Oak  road 

31  Carlton  road 

36  Whitehall  road 

1  Silverton  road 

295  Oldbury  road 

48  Beekes  road 

48  Oldbury  road 

482  Oldbury  road 

68  Vicarage  road 

1  Ethel  street 

33  Hume  street 

50  Corser  street 

22  Harding  street 

90  Oldbury  road 

13  Woodland  street 

K)  Baldwin  street 

32  Mallin  street 

47  Grove  lane 

14  Whitehall  road 

93  Beaks  road 

83  Talbot  road 

21  Gallon  street 

4  Bridge  street  west 

37  Beakes  road 

274  S.  Paul’s  road 

393  Oldbury  road 

24  Church  street 

24a,  Ballot  street 

192  Cheshire  road 

478  Oldbury  road 

41  Dunsford  road 

4  Lightwoods  view 

4  Herbert  road 

37  Hume  street 

16  Gilbert  road 

49  Corser  street 

10  bk  41  Unett  street 

14  Park  hill  road 

53  Baldwin  street 

120  Baldwin  street 

25  Weston  road 

29  Pool  road 

44  Claremont  road 

PTEMBER. 

1  Upper  Grove  street 

16  Grange  road 

135  Dibble  road 

66  Bampton  road 

15  Bishopton  road 

69  Beaks  road 

2  Arden  road 

314  Bearwood  road 

52  Montague  road 

7  Talbot  road 

55  Richmond  road 

41  Reynolds  street 

15  Marshall  street 

79  Marshall  street 

October. 

69  Bertram  road 

38  Sabell  road 
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Street  List  of  Scarlet  Fever— continued. 


35  Clifford  road 

100  Gladys  road 

10  Pool  road 

15  Bishopton  road 

G  Victoria  gardens 

61  Tiverton  road 

43  Three  Shires  Oak  road 

53  Linden  road 

44  Rosebery  road 

54  Sabell  road 

15  Oldbury  road 

194  Windmill  lane 

Bk  4  Ethel  street 

271  Montague  road 

23  White  road 

18  Ethel  street 

163  Grove  lane 

18  Florence  road 

-9  Highbury  road 

129  Sabell  road 

November 

4  St.  Mary’s  road 

34  Soho  street 

28  Malboro’  road 

75  Church  lane 

124  Rosefield  road 

45  Bishopton  road 

129  Price  street 

326  Stony  lane 

166  Grove  lane 

rOBER 

83  Reynolds  street 

114  White  road 

99  Raglan  road 

163  Grove  lane 

5  Capethorne  road 

1  Alexandra  terrace 

58  Gladys  road 

54  Dibble  road 

19  Dale  street 

250  Bearwood  road 

74  Rawlings  road 

407  Oldbury  road 

139  Uplands 

161  Cape  hill 

550  Bearwood  road 

30  Wilson  road 

64  Brisbane  road 

2  Silverton  road 

51  Rosefield  road 

597  Bearwood  road 

22  Raglan  road 

10  Three  Shires  Oak  road 

7  Clifford  road 

234  Montague  road 

44  High  street 

51  Rosefield  road 

9  Carlton  road 

85  St.  Mary’s  road 

29  Thimblemill  lane 

13  Upper  Hagley  road 

13  Woodland  street 

163  Grove  lane 

102  Milcote  road 

10  Poplar  street 

61  Kimberley  road 

326  Oldbury  road 

36  Bishopton  road 

54  Sabell  road 

14  Ethel  street 

122  Church  lane 

34  George  street 

8  The  Hollies,  Montague  road 

66  Brisbane  road 

1  Ethel  street 

58  Dibble  road 

79  Marshall  street 

39  Waterloo  road 

341  High  street 

54  Dibble  road 

30  Upper  Hagley  road 

44  Reynolds  street 

77  St.  Mary’s  road 

37  Beaks  road 

125  Montague  road 

42  Clifford  road 

52  Oakwood  road 

17  Weston  road 

29  Pool  road 

16  Bearwood  road 
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Street  List  of  Scarlet  Fever— com inuecl. 


85  Rawlings  road 
23  Bishopton  road 
37  Ethel  street 

54  Sabell  road 
ti  Stanhope  road  ^ 

128  Rosefield  road 

86  Soho  street 

6  Annesley  road 

December. 

44  Trafalgar  road 

326  S.  Paul’s  road 

264  High  street 

73  Beakes  road 

368  High  street 

18  Florence  road 

77  bk  102  Woodlands  street 

42  Cliffotd  road 

25  Linden  road 

330  S.  Paul’s  road 

8  Clifford  road 

131  Dibble  road 

71  Exeter  road 

18  Florence  road 

139  Oldbury  road 


55  I'hree  Shires  Oak  road 

15  Brisbane  road 
48  Rawlings  road 
135  Milcote  road 
156  Cheshire  road 
123  Edith  road 

26  Talbot  road 
8  Reginald  road 
35  Trafalgar  road 

6  Park  retreat 
34  Hume  street 
39  Market  street 
17  Weston  road 

7  Ethel  street 

20  Lightwoods  road 
79  Rawlings  road 
472  Bearwood  road 
44  Warley  road 

16  Melbourne  road 
61  Cape  hill 

98  Cape  hill 
28  Draycott  road 
133  Oxford  road 

17  Market  street 
53  Bampton  road 


STREET  LIST  OF  DIPHTHERIA. 

April. 

72  Linden  road 


January. 

61  Cambridge  road 
8  Sharron  grove 

February. 

14  Upper  Grove  street 
64  Ada  road 

March. 

8  Prince  Albert  terrace 
84  Corbett  street 
163  Oldbury  road 
217  Montague  road 
57  Brasshouse  lane 
14  George  road 
47  Upper  Grove  street 
252  Montague  road 


May. 

61  Rawlings  road 
102  Waterloo  road 
87  Unett  street 
Bk  325  Stony  lane 

June. 

30  Rawlings  road 
39  Edgbaston  road 
4  Cedar  grove 
93  Unett  street 
181  Gilbert  road 
95  Salisbury  road 
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Street  List  of  Diphtheria— 


July. 

257  Beaks  road 
2  Corbett  street 
26  Annesley  road 
17  Woodlands  street 
65  Grantham  road 
479  Oldbury  road 

August 

5  Union  passage,  Regent  street 
60  Brook  street 
9  Ada  road 
22  Loxley  road 
1  Silverton  road 
80  Lightwoods  road 

29  Reynolds  street 
107  Church  lane 

12  High  Park  terrace 

September 

30  Rawlings  street 


49  Rosebery  road 
11  Ada  road 
119  Cambridge  road 
39  Reynolds  street 

» 

October 

89  Oxford  road 
Seven  Stars  Inn 
54  Dibble  road 
Holly  lane  hospital 
56  Marlborough  road 
85  Sabell  road 

November 

34  Soho  street 
82  Exeter  road 

December 

22  Mill  terrrace,  Corbett  street 
32  Bearwood  road 
162  Gilbert  road 


STREET  LIST  OF  TYPHOID  FEVER. 


January  November 

117  Corbett  street  73  Oldbury  road 

5  bk  85  Cross  street 

February 

56  Stony  lane 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SMETHWICK. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SMETHWICK. 

TABLE  III.— CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1913. 


Caches  of  Death. 


All  causes 


Certified 

Un-certified 


Enteric  Fever 
Small  Pox  ... 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza 
Erysipelas  ... 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis) 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 
Rheumatic  Fever  ... 
Meningitis  ... 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 
Organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 
Alcoholism  ... 

Nephritis  &  Bright’s  Diseai 
Puerperal  fever 
Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Par¬ 
turition 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation,  including 
Premature  Birth 
Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 
Suicides 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un¬ 
known  ... 

Totals 

Sub-Entries  included  in 
above  figures — 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  ... 
Poliomyelitis 
Pneumonia 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  "Residents" 

WHETHER  OCCCRRING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 

Total 

Drathb 

WHKTIIKR 
OF  “RB81- 

drnth” or 
“NonRks- 

IDENTh ” 
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Inhtitu- 

TIOKH  IN 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SMETHWICK. 

TABLE  IV.— INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1913.— 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months 
UNDER  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week. 

1 

1 

1-2  Weeks  j 

2-3  Weeks.  1 

1 

3-4  Weeks. 

1 

Totaf  under 

4  weeks. 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  Months 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All 

Causes 

Certified 

Uncertified 

57 

1 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  . 

.  . 

30 

1 

260 

2 

/"Small  Pox 

Chicken  Pox 

•  «  • 

•  •  . 

Measles 

... 

1 

4 

4 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

^Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

.  •  • 

• .  . 

1 

Erysipelas... 

1 

,  ,  , 

1 

[Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

1  Abdominal  Tuberculosis... 

... 

.  •  * 

... 

... 

... 

(OtherTuberculous  Diseases 

.  •  . 

1 

... 

1 

Meningitis  not  Tuberculous 

.  .  . 

.  .  « 

1 

i 

2 

Convulsions 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

5 

2 

1 

14 

Laryngitis  ... 

.  .  . 

. . . 

... 

Bronchitis  ... 

7 

3 

1 

1 

12 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

2 

3 

7 

7 

3 

12 

36 

/ Diarrhoea  ... 

0 

2 

4 

10 

13 

11 

6 

44 

{Enteritis  ... 

1 

] 

4 

5 

3 

13 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Syphilis 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

1 

2 

Rickets 

...  ...  ... 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

Atelectasis 

6 

1 

7 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

7 

(Congenital  Malformations 

4 

.  .  . 

4 

2 

... 

6 

1  Premature  birth  ... 

36 

6 

3 

1 

46 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

49 

(Atrophy,  Debility,  and 

(  Marasmus 

8 

2 

1 

11 

9 

9 

2 

31 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

12 

58 

14 

12 

6 

90 

49 

54 

38 

31 

262 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  1999  ;  illegitimate,  53. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  251  ;  illegitimate  infants,  11. 
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